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ment, his excavation of the values of Oriental culture as opposed to Western 
civilization. 

Tachibana spent the greater part of his life in China, and through his 
grasp of the reality of Chinese society and the Chinese people and his critic-

isms of Japan's China policy based upon it he strove to form a theory for 

the creation of the Oriental society which could be expected to come into 
being in the future, but events did not accord with his aspirations, and with 

feelings of resentment he died of illness in Mukden in October, 1945, shortly 

after Japan's defeat in war. The stages of development of his thought may 
be distinguished as follows. 

Period I : 1906-1926. Extending from studies of the political phenomena 

of China after Russo-Japanese War to studies of Chinese society, religion, 

thought, etc. 

Period II: 1926-September, 1931. From about the time of the beginning 
of the Northern Expedition (1925-1927) he advanced to studies of the Chinese 

nationalist movement and its historical, social and economic basis. 

Period 111 : Stage 1. October, 1931-1938. On the occasion of the Man-
churian Incident he changed his position to that of peasant democracy, and 

strove to establish the directing ideology of Manchukuo and to bring it to 
realization. 

Period 111 : Stage 2. 1939-1945. On the occasion of the Sino-Japanese 
War he directed his last efforts to the solution of Sino-Japanese relations, 

and, as the basic line of advance for this, to construct a theory for the 
building of Oriental Society. 

II 

As is well known, in the summer of 1905, the year in which the Russo-

Japanese War ended, the Chinese Revolutionary League centred on Sun 
Yat-sen was formed in Tokyo, Japan, as a political association aiming at the 

overthrow of the Ch'ing (Manchu) dynasty, and thereafter branches of this 
association were established in all the regions of China. This was the occasion 

for a sudden rise in revolutionary feeling in China. At this time Tachibana 

was in Hokkaid6 as a member of the staff of the Hokkai Times, but in 1906, 

the year following the establishment of the Chinese Revolutionary League, 
he crossed over to the Continent. His motives are not clear, but in the light 

of his later reminiscences to the effect that at this time he was a great 
enthusiast for Sun Yat-sen we will probably not be mistaken if we suppose 
him to have been actuated by a strong desire to experience for himself the 
revolutionary atmosphere of China at this time. On crossing over to China 

he was active as a correspondent of the Ry6to Shimp6, Talien. When the 
Chinese Revolution broke out in 1911 Tachibana at once went to Peking and 
interviewed Tuan Ch'i-jui (186~~1936). Shortly afterwards he moved his place 

of residence to Peking, and eagerly observed the political situation of the 

Republic. This was because he thought that the observation of political 
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phenomena was the way in which to acquire knowledge of China. However, 
by about 1914 he had already begun studies of Taoism, the religion of the 
Chinese people, in addition to his observations of political phenomena. 

Tachibana kept eagerly observing developments in the political situation 

in the Peking after the failure of the Revolution, but wheh the political 
situation entered a new phase on the death of Yuan Shih-k'ai (1859-1916) he 

became de l ep y conscious of the meaninglessness of Chinese war-10rd politics, 
and he directed his attention to the elucidation of the social basis of war-

10rdism. Hereupon he began a survey of the flnancial organization of the 
war-10rds covering all the provinces of China and dealing particularly with 

the land tax and the salt tax, and by extension this evitably involved the 

land question and the production question among the people at large, atld 

led him on to an elucidation of the essential nature of the small local 

communities. In this way, he also came to spend a semi-scholarly life. 
This extended from the autumn of 1916 to the autumn of 1918, and as the 
conclusion of the studies conducted during this period he arrived at the belief 

that war-10rd politics were an inevitable product of the social structure 

peculiar ,to China, and that consequently there was no way in which to 
modernize politics except that of reconstructing the social organization at its 

base. This arrival, which is thought to be the same as the formulary thedry 

of the infra- and super-structure of sociefy, proved that he could understand 

the living-relations between Chinese militalistic government and its socio-

economic base through his experience of various surveys. This point illustrates 

well his theoretical and empirical approach of study. However, his studies 
at this time used all kinds of theory as their weapons, principally the theories 

of Western modern economics, sociology, political science and economic 
history, these trials show apparently that he desired the modernization of 
Chinese politics. 

It was precisely about this time that the nationalist movement marked 

by the 5･4 Movement of 1919 developed with sudden impetus, developed 
first into the Cultural Revolution and then gradually into the Labour Move-

ment, until at last Sun Yat-sen's Kuomintang combined with the Communist 
Party and raised its head as a new force. This political force was a reforming 

force opposing war-lordism, but the great imperialist powers of this period 

were unable to perceive its essential nature and future prospects, and they 

adhered flrmly to the policy of supporting one or other of the war-lords and 

protecting their own interests. 

As a result of his studies of the essential nature of war-10rdism Tachibana 

came to the conclusion that there was absolutely no prospect of China being 

united by the war-lords, and that consequently foreign powers should on no 

account give aid to any particular war-10rd. That is to say, he thought that 

the unification of China could be brought ~Lbout only by the newly arisen 
reforming forces outside the group of war-lords. Consequently the policy of 

giving aid to particular war-10rds which Japan was pursuing at this time was 

decisively out of keeping with Tachibana's way of thinking, and we inay say 
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that it made necessary Tachibana's propagandist activities in relation to 
Japan and the Japanese. Tachibana set up in Talien a China Study Group 
which had the mission of " making available academic studies of Chinese 
society and supplying common-sense knowledge of China to the Japanese," 
and in December, 1924, the first nunrber of its monthly journal, China Studies, 

was published. At this very time Sun Yat-sen was on his way via Japan to 
Peking to be present at the preparatory conference of the National Congress 

as the representative of the national revolutionary forces in Canton. 

In China Studies Tachibana energetically published the results of the 

studies of China which he had accumulated up to that time. The papers 
published at this time are still immature, but the subjects dealt with cover 

an extremely wide range, from the traditional thought and traditional society 

of China to the historical theory of revolution from antiquity onwards, and 

further to this, studies of the nationalist movement in modern China and 
similar matters. Again, he evaluates Sun Yat-sen very highly, and while he 
apphes his own characteristic form of rational criticism to Sun Yat-sen's last 

efforts, his advocacy of a National Congress and the repudiation of the 
unequal treaties, he displays basically a feeling of accordance, and draws 

attention to points in regard to which the Japanese should carry out self-

examination. 
Tachibana's criticism of Japan's China policy explodes on the occasion 

of the 5.30 Incident in Shanghai in 1925. In China Studies he writes, "Much 
self-examination is also required of the Chinese, but we are obliged to say 

that the Japanese, who in the past ,lave c,ommitted still more serious faults, 

have on this occasion must recognize their errors and to carry out firmly a 

decisive change in their attitude to China." [Chi,2a Studies, Vol. II, No. 3 

(August, 1925)]. The reasons for this advocacy were shown in regard to the 

Japanese government and the Japanese people respectively. To state only 
his conclusions, for the Japanese government he demands that it sho}ild take 

its stand on the firm realization that in contrast to the Western states' con-

frontation of China with prejudice and arbitrariness, Japan, continuing to 
hold fast to her egalitarian position, should maintain her harmonious relations 

with Western states. Again, to the Japanese people, he emphasizes that firm 

standards of morality are in force in Chinese society, and that even in the 

light of the rational attitude to life found in the people of the so-cailed 

"lower strata" of Chinese society there is much reason for respecting them, 

and no basis whatever for despising them. 

III 

After the death of Sun Yat-sen remarkable development took place in 

the revolutionary forces gathered in Canton, the 5･30 Incident being the 
turning-point, and in the summer of 1926 Northern Expedition was sent out. 
This period provided the occasion for Tachibana's interests being selectively 

directed to the development of the national revolutionary movement, -and 








































