
VALUE　ORIENTATION　INNATE　TO
　　　　　　　　　JAPANESE　FARMERS＊
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　　　　Shortly　afterWorldWarII，land　reform（1946－1949）was　carried　out

throughout　Japan。This　occurrence，toεether　with　the　reform　of　the　land

tax　of1873－1882，was　one　of　the　most　significant　events　in　the　modem

h量story　of　Japanese　rural　society．Hgwever，as　many　scholars　have　pointed

outシthe　reform　itselfwas　incompleteンhavillg　been　executed　on　theinitiative

not　of　the　peasants　but　of　external　a．uthorities．

　　　　The　water　forirrigation　andtheforests　wereexcluded　from　the　objects

of　reぞorm．In　addidon，the　tenanted　land（owned　by　residenHandlords）of

less　thαn1‘んδ（1ha）was　left　untouched，As　a　result，ten　percent　of　the

entire　farmまng　landin　the　country　remainedunder　the　control　of　thefeudal，

istic　tenancy　system，even　after　the　reform．

　　　　In　spite　of　this　fact，however，Japanese　villages　have　undergone　pro・

found　and　serious　changes　since　the　reform，especially　in　their．mode　of

production　and　distriわution　of　power　among　their　members．The　introduc．

tion　of　chemical　fertilizers　and　agricultural　machines　has　accelerated　these

changes，particularly　the　shift　of　power　among　generations。1耳the　politics

of　the　rural　community　landlords　have　lost　much　of　their　influence，while

the　middle－class　farmers　have　strengthened　their　standing亡o　the　ex亡en亡tha亡

the　leadership　o｛a6郷αた％（rural　community）is　now　in　their　hands，In　this

sense，it　is　tnエe　that　the　Japanese　rural　community　has　undergone　a　b塘

change　since　the　waL

　　　　On　the　other　hand，if　one　looks　into　the　life　of　an　individual　member

・of　the　rural　community，he　wil1丘nd　there　exists　a　contradicting　fact－that

the　far血er’s　daily　activity　and　ideas　of　value　on　which　his　activity　is　based

＊　　T1亘s　article　is　the　E皿glish　trEmslation　of“N6min　no　kac｝丘kan”（Value　Orientation

　　Innate　to　Japanese　Farmers），in　Sonraku　shakai　kenky廿kai　ed・，3επgoπδ50ππoゐ8那6σ

　　（Villages　in　Change　after　World　WarII），Tokyo，Jich6sha，1958．Intranslating，severaI

　　correc亡io且s　have　been　made　over　the　or至ginal　script　with　the　inte面on　to　make　it　more

　　understandable　for　the　E皿glish　readers。　For　the　same　purpose　some　footnotes　are

　　added　and　some　eliminated　from　the　original　article、

毒

竃



　
　
著
旨

、1

き
葺

5
甕

鋸

き

き

％1％θ0プ伽観加Z％nα6660」妙απ858E4彫8欝 555

have　changed　very　little．．Often　his　daily　activity　reflects　the　tra（litional

ideas　of　value．Though，as　already　mentioned，the　important　posts　of　a

卿z6ブα（or50n）or6％74為z6■　have　move（1from　the　hands　of　old　landlords　to

the　new　middle．class　farmers　in　many　communities，theduties　and　authority

a．ttached　to　those　posts　ha．ve　hardly　changed．　Even　less　changed　is　the

farmers’attitude　towαrd　those　posts　and　tho串e　in　the　posts。In　other　words，

though　the　persons　occupying　the　influential　or　Ieading　Positions　have

changed，the　concep亡of　those　positions　has　remained　almost　the　same　in

the　Japanese　rural　community．

　　　Ironically　enough，it　is　afact　that　the　new　organization　of　some肱耀肋

has　been　established　on　the　firm　base　of　this　old　concept，while　in　others

出e　new　elements　of　postwar6％プα肋have　even　been　strengthening　the

remaining　old　organization　of　the　village．Thus，a　careful　study　of　an　indi・

vidual　member　and　his　life　is　indispensable　to　such　studies　as　the　stnlctural

analysis　or　the　study　of　G㈱痂46（community）for　the　Japanese　rura1

、community・
　　　Social　science　being　a　behavioral　science，tries　to　understand　society　as

a　system．To　say　more　concretely，itseeks　to　grasp　a　society　as　theintegral

system　of　various　positions　and　status．As　e》ery　position　or　status　contains

a　corresponding　role　in　itself，the　society　is，in　other　words，an　integral　role

system。21n　realityンit　is　a　certain　person　that　represents　the　status　and

realizes　its　corresponding　role．At　the　same　time，however，the　person　is

always　expected　to　follow　his　status　role　in　his　behavior．In　order　to　keep

his　status，he　must　play　the　expected　role　satisfactorily．Thus，the　role

beha』vior　of　an　individual　correspon（is　to　the　role・expectation　of　the　society，

wh1ch　is　the　ideal　or　value　of　the　society．In　brief，the　ideal　or　value　of　a

society　is　systemat三zed　into　the　role－system　and、thus　intemalized　in　its

members　in　roles　as　theimorm．The　norm　heldinan　individual　conscious．

ness，therein　becoming　his　system　of　ideas，controls　his　explicit　behavior。

　　　The　concrete　contents　of　the　value　thus　systematized　in　a　society　and

intemalized圭n　its　member3is　prescribed　both　by　the　goal　of　the　societyand

l　　B％r4ゑ％is　the　minimum　unit　of　the　Japanese　rural　co田munity，co丘sisti皿g，on　the

　　average，of20－50households。　There　exists　some　exceptiona1加プ威％with　residing

　　households　of200－300．It　is　more　usua11y　calledフπ郷¢・Japaneseろ郷α肋with　its　self・

　　goveming　organizatioΩof・th亀residents呈s　more　similar　to　the　European　village　than　to

　　the　rural　community　in　the　U．S．A、h　most　cases　five　or　sixみ螂擁％are　organized　into

　　one　legislative　unit　of ，π獅40r50η，while　an　exceptionally　large肱74肋makes　one

　　”z2‘rαby　itself。

2　　S圭nce　humanFbehavior　is　initia乏ed　not　only　by　the　notio且of　ro！es　but　by　that　of

　　motivation，prescribing　a　community，simply　as　its　system　of　role　behav呈or　is　a　p■ocess

　　of　abstrac亘on．This　approach　is，howevef，useful　enough　for　our　present　object，i．e。，

　　血estudy・fsQcialstru弓参ure㎝dσε顧π4β。favillage・
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its　actual　environmental　conditions．In　other　words，it　consists　of　both　the

peculiar，concrete　element　of　the　speci丘c　society　in　time　and　the　genera1，

abstract　element　of　the“societas”existing　above　time．The　norm　has　to

be　chosen　from　these　altematives．

　　　　In　its　long　history　the　Japanese　rural　community　established　the　patri－

archa1，8・ε，π6伽41魏h　role－system．The　reasons　for　this　development　are　n．ot

to　bediscussedhere．Whαtis　to　be　emphasized　ls　thefactthat　this　role－

syst6m　has　developed　itself　into　a　tradition。The　reform　from　outside，

however　thoroughgoing　it　has　in亡ended　to　be，has　never　succeeded　in　creat．

ing　a　new　system．Only　the　members　of　the　community　themselves　will

be　able　to　initiate　the　reformation．

　　　　A亡present　the　study　of　Japanese　rural　society　may　have　two　directions

－one　is　purely　scholarstic，i．e．，to　establish　the　general　theory　over　the

object　of　stu（1y3the　other　practical，i．e．』to　use　the　s血dy　for　the　purpose　of

improving　thelivingstandard　of　theviIlagefarエners．Whenone　faces　the

reality　of　farmers，suEering　caused　by　very　poor　conditions　of　labor　and

living，he　camot　help　emphasizing　the　practical　direction　of　the　study，

Needless　to　say，much　has　to　be　done　for　improving　the　living　and　working

conditions　of　the　farmers．At　the　same　time，for　the　true　solution　of　the

problem，reform　initiated　by　the　farmers　themselves　is　indispensable。Not

only　the　apparent　social　system　ofthe　communitybutits　latentvaluesystem

have　to　be　reformed．The　true　reform　of　Japanese　rural　society　will　be

completed　only　when　its　members　succeed　in　creating　a　new　value　system

o∫their　own，

　　　　From　this　point　of　view，we　have　been　lengaged　in　the　positiv6study

of　the　value　system　of　Japanese　farmers．Naturally，our　ef〔orts　have　been

directed　toward　the　understanding　of　their　value　system，its　present　form

and　the　phases　of　its　change，rather　than　writing　out　a　prescription　of　a

new　value　system∫or　them．It　is　our　belief　and　hope　that　the　pres¢ription

is　to　be　written　by　the　farmers　themselves　in　the　near　future。In　this　report

we　intend　to　single　out　the　values　intemalized　in　the　farmers　by　referrihg，

to　the　investigation　we　have　made　as　part　of　our　positive　study。3

8　　The　following　reports　by　the　author　are　closely　related　to　the　contents　of　this　article＝

　　（1）“N6mi皿no　shakaiまshiki，，（Farmers，Social　Cgnsciousness－A　Case　o｛Mike乃躍嘘％，

　　Okayama－ken），1955（mpublish6d）．（2）“S㎝s・nn・kachitaikeit・n6minB・shak証ishiki”

　　（Value　System　of　Mountain　Village　Farmers　and　Their　Social　Consciousness－A　Casεof

　　Gy6nimbara，伽π漉％），1955（unpublished）。（3）“Okumikawa　no　sonraku　k6zδto　n6min”

　　（Village　in　the　Heart　of　Mikawa＝Its　Soci＆1Structure　and　Farmers－A　Case　of　Gy6・

　　n呈mbara－6z〃篇乃z多），1955　（unpublished）。　（4）　“Kachitaikei　e　no　sh4kaigaku－teki　sekkin”

　　（A　Sociological　Approach　to　Value　System〉，圭n∠4∫‘扉・伽♂84肋伽η84肋フ・oフ25σ7VoL127

　　1956．　（5）“Kazoktl　ni　okeru　dent6teld　kihan　to　sono　h6kai”　（Tradi恒o！1al　Norms　aud

　　The玉r　Decline　in　a　Family　Institu丘on），in！1乞‘ん∫・伽忽罐z6枷フ3gα肋7・oπ5σ，10th　Anniver6ary
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The value system of an individual innate in his consciousness becomes 

explicit only when he makes a choice over some concrete matter. Thus, it 

is best understood through the careful participatory observation of his daily 

behavior and systematic hearing of his life-history. However, since these 

methods take a long time, the questionnaire method, though not the best, 

must be employed for the urgent c~se. 

In the questionnaire method, the same questions are asked to a certain 

number of the community members, and an assumption is made based on 
their answers.4 The number of the questions to be asked has to be limited, 

while the actual situations in which the members make a choice are limit-

less. Consequently, the frame of reference or conceptual scheme for the 

situation-setting becomes important in the questionnaire method. The 
frame of reference is established due to the assumption that it is possible, by 

changing the concrete settings, to place the latent situation, existing invari-

ably as a constant, behind them. Thus, how to set the frame of reference 

or conceptual scheme is that in which we are most interested. 

The data in this article is for the large part collected by using the 

following two schemes : oneis the scheme originated by Florence Rockwood 

Kluckhohn in her "Dominant and Variant Value Orientations,"5 and the 
other the conceptual scheme for family system which is of our own cieation. 

The theoretical background of these fraines has already been explained.c 

Therefore, avoiding repetition, only its main poirits are to be discussed here 

for the reLerence to the following chapter. 

Issue, 1957. (6) " Shokugyo-kan kara mita n~min no shakai-teki seikaku " (Farmers' 

ldeas for Occupation and Their Social Character), in Shakaigaku-hycron, Vol. 7, Nos. 

3-4, 1957. 

* Strictly speaking, what is singled out by this questionnaire method is not the value 

system of one community as a whole but of the interviewees who answer the questions. 

F, R. Kluckhohn, "Dominant and Variant Value Orientations," in C. Kluckhohn and 

H. A. Murray ed., Personality in Nat'ut-e, Society and Culture, 2nd ed., London, 

Jonathan Cape, 1953, pp. 342-357. 

6 Concerning the theoretical background of F. R. Kluckhohn's scheme and the Japanese 

family system, refer to the previously mentioned two artieles by the author, "Sociological 

Approach" and '~Traditional Norms" respectively. 

Refer~ing to the levels of systematization of conceptual schemes, T. Parsons makes 

the following classification and condltides that the last level is most appropriate : (1) ed 

hoc classificatory systems, (2) categorical systems, (3) theoretical systems, and (4) empirical-

theoretical systems. (T. Parsoris and ,E. Shils ed., Toze'ard a General Theory of Action, 

Cambridge, Harvard University Press, 1952, pp. 50-51). According to this classification 

and grading, the level of Klucl(hohn's scheme corresponds only to the level (1), while 

our F Test is equivalent to the level of (2) at best. 
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According to F. Kluckhohn : 

". . , the first fundamental assumption upon which the conceptual scheme is 

based is : There is a limited number of basie human problems for which all 

peoples at all times and in all places must find some sQlution. The five 

common human problems tentatively singled out as those of key importance 

can be stated in the form of questions : 

(1) What are the innate predispositions of man ? 

(2) What is the telation of man to nature ? 

(3) What is the significant time dimension ? 

(4) What is the valued personality type ? 

(5) What is the dominant modality of th~ relationship of man to other men ? 

. and the second major assumption of the conceptual scheme that the 
variability in solutions is variability within a range of possible solution."7 

People's attitudes differ from one ahother according to their answers 

to these five questions. Those questions could be reworded as follows in 

terms of value orientation : 

1. Orientation to what innate human nature is. 

2. Orientation to man-nature relation. 

3. Orientation to time. 

4. O.rientation to what valued personality is. 

5. Orientation to orientation of human relations. 

By employing these as a frame of reference Kluckhohn engaged herself 

in studies on the value system of various peoples in the world. 

On the other hand, referring to the above-mentioned frame of refer-

ence, we established a new conceptual scheme in our questionnaires called 

Table 1. Scheme of Value Test 

Categories Sub-categories Ite:ns Question no. 

Environment Super natural envrronment God or Soul l, Il 

Natural environment Nature 23A, B, C 

Social environment Substance 
Reality 

2, 12/3, 13 
4, 14 

Human beings Human nature Substance 21A, B, C/8, 18 
Fate 5, 15 
Immortality of soul 7, 17 

Human relations Relationship 
Authority 

6, 16 
9, 19 

Human behavior Acti on 

Judgment 
Motive 
Ex pression 
Result 

lOA, 20A 
lOB, 20B 
lOC, 20C 
lOD, 20D/lOE, 20E 
lOF, 20F 

Time Time Time 22A, B, C 

7 F. R. Kluckhohn, op. clt p 346 
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Value Test. As seen in Table l, it consists of three categories-Environ-

ment, Human beings, and Time dimension. The first twb have three sub-

categories for each : Super nature, Nature, and Society under the category 

of Environment ; and Human nature, Human relations, and Hun~an behavior 

Imder the category of Hunian beings. Furthermore, these sub-categories 

are classified into various items. 

Among the sub- categories, fpr Environment, Super nature and Society 

are of our creation, while Nature corresponds to the second orientation of 

Kluckhohn's frame 0L refeience. As for the category of Human beings, our 

sub-categories of Human nature, :relations and behavior are equivalent to 

her first, fifth, and fourth orientations respectively. 

As already mentioned, the purpose of our study was to grasp the tradi-

tional values of Japanese farmers by using this conceptual scheme. Here 

came in the question' of what w~ ~ssu,me their traditional values to be. Self-

effaced heteronoiny was concluded to be our assumption and all the ques-

tions were made in this reference. It was also decided to include contrasting 

opinions based on the egoistic, autonomous value as "battery " which the 

respondents turn against themselves. After holding several pre-tests, the 

following 39 questions are finally employed in the questionnaire.8 

1. I believe in the existence of something like a god or soul, even if 

nobody can prove it positively. 

ll. There cannot exist something like a god or soul. 

23A. Man should live in harmony with the Nature. 

23B. Man is powerless in the face of the Nature. Therefore, he should 

be subjugated by it. 

23C. It is human power that controls and rules Nature. 

2. An individua] can live only when a society exists. Therefore, if the 

situation so demands, the former has to be sacriflced for the mainte-

nance of the latter. 

12. It is individuals who form a society. The fonnefs must be considered 
firs t . 

3. There is no devil in humari form in the world. 

13. Don't be too ready to trust a stranger. 

4. Wars and troubles will. never cease being in this world. 

14. Someday all the wars and troubles will vanish from this world. 

21A. Human beings are good in nature! 

21B. Human beings are evil in nature. 

21C. A human being, when he is born, is neither good nor evil. As he 

grows up, he becomes good or evil. 
8 The multiple choice method (actually choosing one amol~g the three alternatives) is 

employed in relation to the following questions : Questions 23A, B and C, concetning 

the Nature. Questions 22A, B and C concerning the Time dimension. Questions 21A, 

B and C concerning the Human beings. ' 
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560 The Develoking Economies 
8. It is one's environment and not his own will that makes him either 

good or evil. 

18. It is one's will and not his environment that makes him either good 

or evil. 

5. Man is controlled by fate. He shouldn't resist it, 

15. Man is not controlled by fate. His life entirely depends upon his 
eff orts. 

7. A human soul continues to live even after one's physical death. 

17. A human soul ceases to exist after one's physical death. 

6. Traditional "superior-inferior" order of human relations is necessary 

for maintaining the order of society. 

16. Everyone is equal. There should be no such thing as superiors or 
inf eriors. 

9. The best way is to obey the words of one's superiors. 

19. It is an act of cowardice to obey blindly the powerful or the strong. 

lOA. An act which has caused others to suffer is bad, even if it is done 

with good will. . 
20A. An act of good will is always good whatever result it brings about. 

10B. What the public or society condemns is considered to be wrong, 
even if one as an individual believes it right. 

20B. What one believes to be right is right even if the public or society 

denounces it wr6ng. 

lOC., I think of s9mething in terms of "good or bad," before considering 

whether it is to my advantage or not. 

20C. It is human nature to think of whether it is to my advantage or not 

before considering whether it is good or bad. 

lOD. Thinking is more important than acting. 

20D. I don't respect a man of words but of deeds. 

lOE. I respect a man because of his title rather than for his deeds. 

20E. I respect a man of action whether he is titled or not. 

lOF. I prefer having a small number of sons and daughters if enough 
earning is guaranteed. 

20F. However clever an individual is, he cannot cope with the cooperated 

efforts of many common people. . 
22A. The past through which one has lived is the most important thing. 

22B. Pleasure comes after suffering. I am looking forward to the future. 

22C. Neither the past nor the future is very important. Only the present 

is worthy of thinking. 

(The number attached to each question shows the order of questions asked 

in the interview). 

The preceding questions are the general scheme to be applied to any 

people or society in the world. However, admitting the fact that deep in 

Japanese life, especially in its village life, the value closely related to the 

traditional pa~rtriarchal familism remains dominant, the questionnaire about 
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the family value was added to our investigation. This questionnaire consists 

of two large categories, i. e., Institutional characteristics and Human rela-

tions. According to the idea of the patriarchal or genealogic family system, 

the first category is classified into the folloWing three sl4b-categories : (1) 

ldeal aspect, (2) Realistic aspect, and (3) Means of continuing the familial 

line. Furthermore, the first sub-category is divided into such items as Re-

~pect of family name and Ancestor worship ; the second sub-category, such 

items as Primogeniture, Successive generations living in the same house, 

and the dozoku.9 Finally, under the third sub-category come such items as 

Parent-child relation, Husband-wife relation, and Bride-mother-in-law rela-

tion. (Refer to Table 2). 

Table 2. Scheme of Family Test 

Categories Sub-categories Items Question no. 

Institutional 
characteristics 

ldeal aspect Respect of family name 9 
Ancestor worship 10 

Realistic aspect Succession by eldest son 12, 43 
lvlultiple generations living_ 

together 41, 42 Family group (dazoku) 44 

Means of continuing Marriage 
familial line Adopting a:child 

15, 45, 14 
ll 

Human relations Parent-child Parent-child 
Husband-wife Husband-wife 
Bride-mother-in-law Bride-mother-in-law 

13, 46, 47 
48, 49, 50 
51, 52 

Since the setting of situations related to the human relations is com-

paratively easy, a considerable number of questions, both general and 

specific, were prepared concerning this category. After the pre-tests, the 

following 19 questions were selected from a large number of questions pre-

pared for the questionnaire. 

9. It is understandable for a parent to cut his connection with his son or 

daughter who has disgraced his family name. 

lO. The ancestral tablet must be treated with utmost respect. 

12. The eldest sor' should succeed his father's estate, which has been handed 

down from generation to generation. 

9 Dozoku is a group of families tied closely through the daily relationship of mutual 

aid. In most cases, the main family leads the group, consisting mostly of its branch 

families. Since most of the families in a group ha~ e blood-tie in patriarchal line, it 

can be called a kind of kinship system. There also exist some dozoku which include 

no-kinship families among its members. Thus, two contrasting theories are established 

as to the uniting power of the group ; one emphasizing genealogy and the other daily 

relationship of mutual aid. The intensive studies have been made on the problem by 

Professors Aruga, Kitano and others, and it is said to be the key to the true under-

standing of Japanese rural community. 
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43. The eldest son should succeed his father in business. 

41. The successor and his (or her) spouse should live with their parents 
in th~ same house, 

42. It is th~ successor's responsibility ~o take care of his ~arents. 

44. In dealing with an important family matter, the member~ of the family 

concerned should consult with those of the related main arid branch 

falaiilies. 

15. In proceedihg on marriage, much attention should be paid on the family 

backgrbund or familial situation of those concerned. 

45. Rather than making their own decision, young people should entrust 

their parents with the matters of their marriage. 

14. If a bride is too much out of harmony with the family tradition, she 

should be divorced. 

ll. In the case of a family which has no successor, a child should be 

adopted and grown to be the successor. 

13. It is obligatory for children to be dutiful to their parents. 

46. It is an unquestioned right of the parents io be taken care. of by fheir 

children in their old age. 

47. Children should not contradict their parents. 

48. A husband should not do any kitchen work. 
49. Even after rbe death of her husband, the wife should remain Laithful 

to his cause. 

50. A wife should always be obedient to her husband. 
51. A bride should respect her mother-in-law even more than her husband. 

52. A bride should try to obey her mother-in-law even when the latter 

seems to be too tough or unreasonable. 

(The number attached to each question shows the order~of qu~stions asked 

in the interview). ' This questionnaire is named Family Test or F Test.lo 

III 

Both of these questionnaires w~re used for our investigation on the 

actual conditions of the Japanese rural community, carried out in the summ~r 

of 1955. Before going into the result of the survey, we would like to touch 

upon a general view of the buraku (community) which we investigated. 

The object of our investigation was one of the ~ommunitie,s in Ka;ni-

ro The reason for the difference between the number of questions and the fgure attached 

to them, and also between the scheme and actual order of questioning is as follows-in 

piacticing this investigation these questions are organized into one part. of a large ques-

tionnaire* Concerning the'organization of the entire questionnaire, see the article written 

by_ our co-operator Yoshio Makino, " Shakai-ishiki-sokutei no ta:neno shakudo k~sei " 

(System of Scales-for Measuring the Social Consciousncss), in Aichi-daigaku bungaku 

rons~, lOth Anniversary Issue, 1957. 
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tsugu-mura, Kitashidara-gun, Aichi Prefecture. Kamitsugu-murall is situ-

ated at an elevation of approximately 700 meters above the sea level where 

the Ina Road, which connects Toyohashi with lida, Ieads with curves to 

Nagano Prefecture, This mul~a (or son) as an administrative unit consists 

of 16 buraku scattered in the mountains, with 323 households and 1,777 

inhabitants in total, as of the investigation date. 

Motomachi, the core buraku of the Kamitsugu-mura located along the 

Ina Road, was one of the important station-towns in Tokugawa Era together 

with Shinshiro. Taguchi and Ebi. It had kept many old buildings con-

structed in the prosperous Tokugawa Era until it was almost completely 
destroyed by fire in April, 1956. As two railroads, namely Chtid-1ine and 

lida-line, were constructed, however, the Ina Road lost its importance and at 

the same time Motomachi lost its role as a station-town, and fell into decay. 

Today, except those living in Motomachi which has turned into a shopping 

area, residents in other buraku are making their living on farmland (the 

average size of which is 4 tan [about 40 a.]l2 per household), rich forest, 

sericulture, and other miscellaneous side-works. 

The buraku we investigated is called Gy~nimbara and is situated about 

300 meters north of Motomachi, the northern tip of the nlura. The burlaku 

contains 49 households and 43 of them are farmers. 

For a general study of community structure, the investigation was 

made on each household as a unit, but as to the value orientation, the 

theme of this article, we made investigation on 153 individual residents, 

both sexes between 20 to 80 years of age registered ofEicially. Because it was 

impossible to interview 18 of these persons, due to illness, disability, senility 

and absence, the actual number 0L persons interviewed was 135.13 Studying 

the data obtained from the questionnaires, the following conclusion was 

made on their value orientation. 

Value Test 

A method of poll type answer was adopted in our investigation. How-

ever confused by the "battery" type questions included in the questionnaire, 

11 It was combined with Shimotsugu-mura in April, 1956, and now it is called Tsugu-

mura. 
la Since the farming in Japan is done by all the m:emb'ers of a family, it is necessary 

for a household to own more than, 8 tan of farmland in order to make living by agri-

ctilture only. Therefore, the farmers of this village, who own only 4 tan on the average, 

must do some side-work in addition to farming. Their living standard is very low. 

18 In the interview for F Test, four more people are excluded, three of them being 

unable to be interviewed and one responding with too many " D. K." (don't know). 

Consequently, the number of respondentS we dealt with was 131. 
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not　a　few　people　showed　the　same　response　to　both　a伍rmative　and　negative

questions　of　the　same　issue．In　the　stage　of　summinε．up，we　classified　those

who　gave　af五rmativeanswers　to　traditional　attitudeas　traditional　type，those

who　supported“battery’，quest圭ons　as　ant圭．tradit三〇nal　type，and　those　who

showed　the　same　response　to　both　a伍rmative　and　negative　questions　as

“mstable”or“Iniddle”type．The　result　of　this　classi丘cation　is　shown　in

Table3．・

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　Table3．Result　of　Value　Test，

Sub・categories Items 　　　　　　　　　　Traditioロal　Unstable　Anti・traditiona1
Ωuest三〇nno．
　　　　　　　　　　　type（％）　　type（％）　　　　type（％）

Super・natural

　environment
Natural
environment

SociaI

environment

1｛um呂n　nature

Huma駐relations

Human　behavior

Time

God　or　Sou1　　　1311

Nature 23A，B，C

Substance　　　　　　　2，12

　　　　　　　　　　　　　3ン13

Reality　　－　4，14
Substance　　　　　21A，B，C
　　　　　　　　　　　　　8，18

Fate　　　　　　　　　　　　　5，15

1mmortality　of　sou17，17

Relationship　　　　　　6，16

Authority　　　　　9，19

Act呈On　　　　　　10A720A
J⑩gment　　　　　10B，20B

Motive　　　　　10C，20C
Expression　　　　　10D，20D

　　　　　　　　　　　　　10E，20E

Resu至t　　　　　　　　　　10F，20F

Time　　　　　　　22A，B，C

67．17

49．62

46．56

49．62

41．22

23．66

16．03

29，78

25．95

42．75

17．56

25，95

43．51

54．20

21．37

2。29

22．14

11．45

18．32

30．53

38．93

35。87

35．11

70，99

30．53

34．35

40．46

27．10

34．35

48．85

41．98

34．35

35．11

26．72

43．51

42．75

14．51

19．85

14．51

14．51

23．67

5．35

53．44

35．87

33．59

30．15

48．09

25．20

14．51

11．45

43，52

70．99

34．35

45．80

　　　　Looking　into　each　category　of　the　questionnaire，the五ndings　are　as

follows：

　　　　As　to　the　c扱tegory　of　Environment，67．2％of　therespondents　believed

in　a　super．natural　existence　like　a　god　or　sou1．Although　this　evid6nce

alone　does　not　give　us　enough　reason　to　cla5sify　them　as　traditional　type，it

can　be　said　that　thosewho　deny　the　super－natural　existence（14．5％of　all

the　respolldents）are　aga三nst　that　which　is　traditional。The　number　of

people　classi丘ed　in　the‘‘unstable”type　is　few　as　far　as　this　item　is　con－

cemed（18．3％）。It　seems　the　majority　of　respondents　are　stable　in　opinion，

whether　it　is．a伍rmative　or　not，over　the　　problem　of　a　super．natural

existence．

　　　　C6ncerning　the　category　of　Na血ral　environmentシ31％of　the　respond－

ent忌areharmonious“middle”type　and49．6％are　of　the　obedient　traditiona1
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type. With respect to their stands for Social environment, the majority 

are regarded as traditional type in which essentially the society is empha-

sized over the individuals and in reality the individuals obey the former, 

trusting its good will. In this connection those who consider living to be a 

struggle were regarded as traditional type, since more people supported the 

:'battery" question of this item when compared to other items. It may be 

said that this result shows the farmers' Ionging for peaceful Jife. On the 

other hand, regarding all three questions under the category of Social envi-

ronment, the fact that 35 to 390/0 of the respondents are classified as the 

"unstable" type shows their uncertain attitude toward society. 

In conclusion, it can be said that the majority of the farmers in this 

community believe the existence of gods or souls, are obedient to natural 

power, take self-effaced attitude toward society, and long for peace. 

Under the category of Human beings, many respondents fall into the 

"unstable" type. In relatiofi to the value orientation on human nature, about 

710/0 of people think that men are born neither good nor evil and that men 

become either good or evil as they grow older. While 53.40/0 of respond-

ents are classified as anti-traditional type holding that the human nature is 

decided not by the environment but by his own will. Many, rejecting the ' 

fatalistic attitude, support the idea that there exists no such thing as fate for 

man and that his life can be changed if he makes enough efforts to do so. 

Many think that death means the end of everything, and very few support 

the doctrine of immortality of the soul. Based upon these facts, it is con-

cluded that the values of the farmers iri general are anti-tradition-directed. 

As mentioned before, however, comparatively many respondents fall under 

the classification of the "unstable" type. This might be caused by the fact 

that the contents 0L these items were too complicated for them to respond 

with dichotomous choice. 

Regarding Human relations, the tradition-oriented people who approve 

the order of superior.inferior occupy the majority, and only a few fall under 

the "unstable " type. On the other hand, such attitude toward authorities 

as "Yield to the powerful" seems to have been rej~cted even among them. 

As for Human action (under the sub-category of Human behavior), the 

percentage of respondents who emphasized the importance of intentions is 

almost the same as that of those who attached imporfance to results, though 

herein appeared the highest percentage of the " un~table " type among the 

questions of dichotomous choice. This result shows their difliculty in taking 

any deflnite attitude toward the matter. 

Concerning such items as Judgment and Motive, where it is necessary 

for the respondents to consider outside factors, many people show the 
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attitude　regar（led・as　traditional　type．On　the　other　han（i，in　relation　to　such

items　as　Expression　and　Result　which　can　be　decided　without　considering

outside　factors　they　supPorted　the　answers　classified　as　anti－traditionahype，

　　　　The　last　category　is　that　of　Time，Here　many　people　emphasize　the

future，bu季the　s置me　number　of　people　also　regard　the　present　as　very　im－

portant．The　percentage　of　people　who　emphasize　the　importance　of　the

past　is、very　low．Another　unpopular　case　is　that　of　those　who　take　the

anti－traditi・nalattituderegardi駆gm・tives・

　　　　iπう7ゴ娚云h6u‘zlμ807r♂6π云α擁oπ・げ彦h6”36形う61笠，げσツσπ6〃zう4アη・δz67r4ゐz‘

ま5彦πz4窃♂oπ・4∫ブ6‘∫6460π‘召プπぎπg　h％η3‘z勿アr8Z‘z擁oπ54π45％‘h6n”づブoπ形6η云54雰

5邸ψ6〆一12‘拡％ア忽，π‘zあ〃r64π450面64：ソ，乞σh∫Z64％距膏かrとz4露Jo7z‘zl‘z甜露z6465‘z2℃56θ％

♂πオh6づプη4Zz躍5rβZ4オ84孟o　hμ”zα刀フzαオz676απ4‘z6あoアz．　Uπ5まαみZ6プ8宴》oπ5ε54プ8

566η　∫7z　孟ん6／36」4　（ゾんz‘”多αη　πα孟μプ6．　07z　孟hθ　oo，zか・‘z貿y　ψんε　プ6功oπ565ノわプ

h¢‘脅多‘〃zブ8Z‘τ擁07z5‘z7・6，π05孟5≠α1うZ8．

　　　　As　you　may　suppose　fromthefact　thatlthere　are　many“ロnstable”type

answers，quite　a　lot　of　contradictions　are　seen　in　an　individua1，s　value　orien・

tation　according　to　the、item　to　be　questioned．However，when　one　takes

the　actual　situation　into　consideration，anyone’s　value　orientation　cannot

ex三st　without　contradictions．Besides，the　value　orientations　do　not　neces・

sarily　have　the　same　importance　for　both　individuals　and　groups．The

reas・nwhyth・sevalue・rientati・nscanbeint6gratedlnt・asystemdespite

Table4．Order　of　Dominant　Value

Ωues藍on　血umber

Order

1 2 3
Total　sum

10D・
20E
10C
　1

18

6
15

　2

17

　3

21C
　4

　5

14

23A
19

20F
10F

7
6
6
7
6
6
7
6
6
6
5
5
4
2
3
3
2
3

14

11

8
5
5
5
3
6

　4

　3

5
　3

　5

　8

　5

　4

　6

　3

　　　6

　　　12

　　　8

　　　3

　　　8

　　　7

　　　　7

　　　　1

　　　　3
’

　　　　5

　　　　4

　　　　4

　　　　1

　　　　2

　　　　3

　　　　5

　　　　4

　　　　4

83

75

62
531

53

52

51

49

45

44

44

38

36

36

33

32

32

28
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the　above　fact　is　that　some　value　orientations　are　dominant　over　others．

Then，whαt　are　the　dominant　value　orientations　of　the　farmers　we　inves．

tigated？

　　　　In　order　to　solve　this　problem，we　took　up　those　questions　to　which

the　respondents　gave　a伍rmative　answers　only，and　we亡ried　to　put　them　in

order　according　to　their　degree　of　importance．Table4shows　the　frequence

of　each　itemエanked　up　to　the　third．、1ピaddition，we　gave　pρints　to　each

item　in　a丘xed　way14and　put　them　in　order　by　priority　of　the　sum。．

　　　　The　item　ranked　first　is“Thinking　is　more　important　than＆cting。”

The　second　item　is“I　respect　a　man　g垣ctiqn，whether　he　is　titled　omot，”

and　the　third“I　think　of　so血eth圭ng　in　ter血s　lo£・。‘go6d　or　bad，7before　con・

sidering　whether　it　is毛o　my　advantage　or　not。”As　understood　fro卑this

fact，items　dealt　wi㌻h　rules　of　actlo亘are　reg斧rded　very　important　among

the　respondehts．Items　following　ar6“I　believe魚mly　in　the　existence　o‘

something　like　a　god　or　soul　even　if　nobody　can　prove　it，”3“It　is　man7s

will　and　not　his　environment　that　makes　him　either　good　or　evil，”and

“Traditional　order　of．superior．inferior　in　human　relations　is　necessary　to

maintain　the　ordeτof　the　society．”

　　　　Thus，the　following　conclusion　is　drawn　on　the　yalue　orientation　of

the　members　of　Gy6nimbara一勧r罐％：

　　　　They　believe　in　the　existence　of　something　like　a　god　or　sou1；suppqrt

the　order　of　traditional　superior．1nferior　in　human　relation菖；strive　to　be・

come　good　men，and　consider，whether　something　is　good　orbad　befρrethey

put　it　into　action．

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　施卿∫砂τ656

　　　　This叫estionnaire　was　originally　organized　to　be　used　as　a　scaling

皿ethod．However，it　was　later　found　that　uni丘cation　among　the　categories

was　not　enough．Because　of　this，it　was　decided　that，employing　a・method

of　dichotomous　answer■5the』result　was　to　be　summed　up　acc6rding　to　each

category　or　item，just　as　was　done　with　V　Test．The　result　is　shown　in

Table5・ltlsclearlysh・w“thatth吻diti・nalvaluesarestr・nglysup・
ported　with　regard　to　all　the　categories　and　items。

　　　　First　of　all，we　would　like　to　refer　to　the　Institutional　characteristics．

1笹　Calculation　was　done　by　g玉ving5poi且ts　to　the五rst　rank，3points　to　the　secohd，and

　　lpointtothethird．
■5　1n　the　original　F　Test，the｛0110wing　five　responses　were　adopted：“strongly　agreed，，，

　　“agreed，”“uncertain，”“disagreed，”and“strongly　disagreed，，3　Here　we．classi五ed　the

　　responses　of“s亡rongly　agreed”　or“agreed”as　亡radi飯ona1亡ype，むhose　of“uncelfta蓋n，，as

　　“middle，，type，and　those　of“disagreed’，or“strongly　disagreed”　as　aRti－traditional　type。
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Of all the items under the sub-category of Ideal aspect, Ancestor worship 

received 97.70/0 support and this item is ranked second of all the questions. 

The percentage of support for the Respect of the family name was 52.70/0 , 

a little lower than we had expected, possibly due to the slightly radical ex-

pression of the question. Regarding the Realistic aspect, the item which 

emphasized the duty of supporting, "It is the successor's responsibility to 

take care of his parents," obtained 85.50/0 support, the highest percentage. 

And the doctrine of lineal family expressed in the item, "The ~uccessor and 

his (or her) spouse should live with their parents in the same house," 

received the second higahest percentage of support. On the other hand, 

support for the item, "The eldest son should succeed his father's estate 

which had been handed down from generation to generation," was about 
70 o/o , a little lower and the rtem " The first son should succeed his father 

in business," received a much lower percentage of support. The t~adi-

tional value emphasizing tlle consciousness of the family group (dozoku) 

gained 820/0 of support. 

The percentage supporting the traditional Value on Marriage, hovtever, 

was rather low (500/0 to 550/0), and such attitudes as " entrusting their 

parents with the matters of the marriage " and "much attention must be 

~aid to the family background pr familial situation of those concerned" are 

not widely supported. The item "In the case of a family which has no 

successor, a child should be adopted and grown to be the successor," received 

920/0 support, which shows that those questioned value greatly the per-

petuity of the family. 

The traditional value concerning human relations within the family is 

not supported much, with the exceptions of 99.20/0 Support for Question 13, 

"It is obligatory for the children to be dutiLul to their parents," and 910/0 

support for Question 46, '~lt is an undoubted right of parents to be taken 

care of by their children in their old age." 

Especially we should note that the percentage of sirpport for the follow-

ing two questions is less than 500/0~one dealing wi.th the traditional rela-

tionship between a bride and her mother'in-1aw, namely, "A bride ,should 

try to obey her mother-in-law even when the latfer seems to be too tough 

or unreasonable," and the other= "A husband should not do any kitchen 

work," which deals with the relationship between husband and wife at 

home. Here also the traditional value' is gradually losing its meaning in the 

daily living of the rural community. In= the same way the supposedly very 

conservative parent- child relationshlp, i, e., f'c;hil~reri Should not contradiqt 

their parents," was supported by only 400/0= of the total., 

Studying thes6 responses to the questionhaire, we concluded a~ follo,ws : 
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　　　　The　traditional　norms　of　marriage，士elationship　between　a　bride　and

her　mother－in・1aw　and　relationship　between　husband　and　wife，wheresome

human　rights　used　to　be　often　ignored，are　also　losing　people’s　support。

When　wetaketh6sefactsinto　consideration　togetherwith　the　resultofV

Test，we　may　say　that　the　so－called　modem　self－consciousness　is　growing

in　the　minds　of　the　Japanese　farmers。

IV

　　　　Our　data　conceming　the　value　orientations　of　the・farmers　we　investi．

gated　are　almost　fully　covered　in　the　preceding　chapters．The　following

two　points　are　singled　outfrom　the　results　ofour　investigation－one　is　tha亡，

in　g6nera1，traditional　values　are　strongly　supported　by　the　farmers三and

the　other　that　the　behavior　of　thefarmers　in　daily　life，however，proves　the

decline　of　the　traditional　values．Although　there　are　some　questions　left　in

the　former　pointンwhich　we　must　consider　more　carefully，much　attention

should　be　paid　on　the　second　point．As　mentioned　in　the　very　beginningof

this　article，improvement　of　the　rural　life　and　the　happiness　of　the　rural

community　members　are　not　to　be　brought　in　from　outside，but　only　the

members　themselves　are　to　realize　them　with　their　efforts，Here　came　in

the　problem　of　who　should　be　the　carrier　of　the　new　values．しIn　this　con・

nection，some　readers　might丘nd　this　article　of　ours　dissatisfactory　since　it

ends　merely　explaining　the　general　value　orientation』of　th6farmers　we

interviewed．Of　c6urse，we　were　aware　of　the　limitation　of　our　report　ahd、

knew　that　it　was　possible　to　a　certain　extent　to　seek　after　the　persons　with

ne禽values　by　using　index　of　sex，age，academic　career　and　social　status・

The　reasons　we　did　not　use　this　method　at　this　p6int魚ere：Hrstly，that

there　were　very　few　cases　of　investigation　recorded　in　Japan　and　secondly，

that　the　analysis　of　sex，age，and　others　would　be　superficia1without　the

concurrent　analysis　on　the　community　structure　as　status　system．Here　a

question　of4new　niethod　of　structural－functional　analysis　is　to　be　brought

forward，but　our　present　situation　does　not　allow　us　touse　this　newmethod．

Besides，in　comection　with　the　correlation　of　the　various　environmenta1
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factors，the　comparative　study　with　other　cgmmmities，especially　the urban

community，will　be　very　me母ningfu1．This　type　of　study　imposes　on　us　a

di伍cult　task　of　acquiring　very　refihed　techniques　for　its　practice．　Such　a

task　camot　be　carried　out　without　a　deep　insight　into　th6new　ideas，the

enormous　ef〔orts　and　the　sincere　cooperatiqn　among　the　scholars　engaged

in　the　s｛縦dy　of　this　fie1（i．　It魚ill　b60ur　great　pleasure　and　honor　if　th丑s

report　can　prepare　the　ground　for　its　realization、


