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Middle East in 2016: A Political Overview
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Red Sea and Horn of Africa
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Gulf Scramble for Red Sea and Horn of Africa and its Consequences
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Israeli Politics
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Change of the Guard in Washington and its Implication for Israel
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YT IET T NeD ZIRNLO MR D, WTHOEEIZBNTH, A7 AU+
BT KEEAART N EDREIL, MLa -G T I T T G TAT U B LiAD D
EVHRPHUZB W T 5D TH D,

ZHEET DL, VAT FRIESO K KA AR AR A C AU IEERY - BER 72 (R A A L
AN ZHLEEA IR 2 LD 2 FREAHOR T D MR 2 W E DRI T 2 L1382 e, L0biT/ L2
FFFECEEL TE, M 7RI HEITBEN THG | (Deal) | LWV SHEZRM L, b, /LA
FF N TR EAe BB ) O—HEfFREND RN T TDD, 720138 KHTEHED —[HF
RGN EDNI A R U= DIFEERTHD, L LI TR ET UL, ZAU3neko FIA,
T b B EEIEM O M EAA AT T LR ZAFF O Y HHMEE RO RLLTo —F
FIER RSNV Z TR E 720 O Ty, THROIEELOIREHZ SL AT T RER S
2 | EDIRHERIFRRRI L, [V AT F RIS IILT T 7 =A ATV b kL, 797 =4
AT T VA SRR AU O RE REG RN R T L7005 | D TRIVIAZ: ) ZAB L TE Tz, (X
L AT FRBIIZARIATAE T 2 ROIRELO —HICmE 37, 2R S CTHIO FE RO fE
AT TEE L2 | LT F8 R [HR D E N EEE R HNDDTHIUL, /S ATF FF 5
27 7 r—FITH RO RIAHTZII,

xt oV B ER AN D 3t P B s

TEFMPRA ISRV AT FEHFERNLINS T T T = A AT TV IS EOIZIVETO il
VIAIR ) ZFIEORANE K (Inside-Out) EFESETHUE, i T 77 = A A7 )VEHEZH#HDS
ISV AT FFREAL) i — 2D %N K i (Outside-In) 23 BEALDOHY ., FH LIl 234 =
AART TV EMERICB O T L LI RAZENTED, A ATTAN T TITAIESRE RS LT
WHZUT R BAEATNAT, YU T I T ZIILO LT DB ET 77 34 EHEOFE Loz
L C, BORITHOATL ZEHTIAD D, EDT=DITITKKFERED =YL 2R NS T2T
FTTMHRDLAL FYRA AT MR OB 2R DR A TS D, U AT FEFEBINLIT OV TS
L OIRABIZIE N FE, AT LORPTTHHB T DA T IRGEE EA AT /L D BIFRZEE DX NI

4 F L U THEMARAEDRIEIZ 2> T\ 5 L O A UET 2R EDT AT T AT 4
(ALDINRZIBNTIHERIE S L < 13733%0 - R=IR) (23S SEMORE 2552 L BdaTES)
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ML, R 7RSSR Y =V 7 BB EET DI LI INTEOFN A, HHROBFEIZE
ZETEYMEFFONEV D EZAILDD, AT HEHLIAD DAL FIRGEE VS TH, B2 IEL=
WZIZZVRRIREDS, i3 A = A RIED . = 7 MAT LAY AR BERE N E NS DI
2 B ENZES T OB BT B ED X DB OEE VD T YA L Z @l L T e D /2 21T
WAIXTTHDE, ZIHZE—EVICL TIFHARAAE R L LD L WA D N EE A 1D 5 ThAHZ &
13, AT7 VT ODNERIZI\NTIART AE ) & H@ DR U CHOSRBIRL J5 & LT — O {E) S
LT CODEED DS BIDDThH A,

EB7eHMEIE, 2 SL AT FRIEORINEE KD, 777 EEOBUREED L AT I
KT DB T L RBINGRE DL, 7220 % T 5L THMY ORFFA ML 25, BT
IRDIMZED LT/ S AT NOEIIL, 3 TSI AT CEESUIRIBIZEEL QLD &) LD
HD, b, TP HIKIZB W TUIAAT KT DRI TR T DIERER E, A AT
NVBBHED S8 E AR, ZAUTK T DA AT T/ UAIOARIE, 8 E D TS | O Tl
RNERDRETHAD, Wl AVBRK TR T IV, KESCART =V NE T DA FURGEEE
A AT L ED TREERO W8 ) O ATREMEI T — BRI L OIS MU DHER MR TR Wbl gz
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(2017 4= 2 A 28 HiifE)
WSR2 B RSY: HEBA s

5 BIZIE, A T ERROER & RDRERIILA T B L TWD L HICHDKE L A 2T 21
E DN S RO 2 6D < > TITINTIREED B 5,
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Iranian Society

17 t&

AT DM GTHEEAT NDRNT T H]

Iranian Rural Cities and People’s Views on US President Trump

KENZBIT DT T EHMHESE R DB 51T 2017 0 2 AHIDITAT U Edi, T~7 1N
BLOTZRATZ 7= AT RTNODFN KN RFPBEROH T/ N OERIZEDETO
AT DA&ZIZ T H 20 BIZEHMHEE R R SETED0DKNT L 7 KA OV CORIRZ R 5
HUNIAR Y 22 B ST TRV,

72 T RBTRFERENZ DU TEIVE 11 H O KITEEF OB TOVKE O T L EF R 90
TAT THIBOESNDRE  ATARRFERLOAT AD HHITKREL 2% JCPOA DA% DT
FHIZBID B2, BURCIZENO RS IE D BIERIZW A ETOT TR B LE NS
LEFFRNRILTH D,

S U TREBEDOR A T U EBNDRRE

ATV ENTIFA TR E G 2T FADBKIEELIA T ADIZEAE NI 7 KFETED L
TREZATENC OV TE LW AR LRI T2 E L TRLARETH S, WbIIT 7o
2 [E BT KT U CIARE R SCBUAMI B L LTI T BRI E BRSO e an il F FCa 8
FIATWED D TR E R LA TN D,

DX FRET 1979 F-OHEMLSKZIVETO KA BREIRD IR TH, FEIHFVHFID/2NFET
BHEF DT DA\, ZAIVE CHRE DRI TI AN A (A T0>4’7/75»Frté75>
DKFHED B DBHE | LD TETE LT, bLAT OHURHI ST 2k k%2 R 54103t
LAFEMRANZARHI OREHZ [T =B E DT 2 To QUK EW) st a > TET,

TERNT T KD 6 . 2O LT HERDRIA T BB T REL — A E L TND, HDAT1Z
S HEAOBIRIL 1 H 27 BICAT 2 G Te i7" 70 T AENGOKEAEZE 90 H FEE L
L., SOICHERER RO LN A2 D ANEE 120 HEEIETHEWVI KEESICELLTIZIETH
B, AT ERIZESTINNHMERL CODDIX AT OEESFRY7A Hfn B 1 1) Lot

Tl T Z UV ER AR EOFRT LN ZE72 D Th D,

ZOBIRIZE S TEELDOKENCFIEZFF AT N ENEBRZT AV ANHE R SNLRE
ZROMEZZHTe>TIY, O MBI G DB B T 2TV T 7 v N—T 4 —DT 1T I—
EREARIE ChH-T-ZHTMD TEIETHAR,

RSO TETITT 42T r— FDLEE
AL AR Z2 R T B 7= R AR D T CEE DT ZE L T2 2L DA T A AL T2

VB KD ET AN T 7 un—F 4 —BBEIX 1 AROREE T IE— A< ) I R—
FENTWT BT I —BREXA~OXRFEERT, TO%REWEDINEFEMREE 2B L, Kk
HE~DPGED A vE—UEHE LT,
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LI, TR X BAERDEATEL O T I T AR —RELTND 1HDNETEEEIL TD &
VORBLITHD, ZOIIREBBAT L ENOFTIH Y AAT 4T TSN TODELRWELEZ X

XN AREZETH LD, L AT TOUAFEOBARRIZ2EER (L0 2009 FORFLiE
B ZOBUEETDIFHE) B2 0L HH TEDLHLDTHHD,

ZIUXT 7= T AR —RDIART VAN LW T 5 1 B E XL O LT HH3IR %S
WDRT L T DIAZALE BT F DI EO W | OO RBILRIE O D THHZEa AT AN
FLFI-TIY, MEHDORE 2 U AMIZRBUREEN I T e IS D fis A EEANC R L T D051
72720,

T 7T AT — R U RKHEEITA 7 BN CHRAEBUARRZR ZRRI IR TR AT Kt
TERIE N T DEVDEMDMBZ DAL, 2016 4F 9 H 26 HITHKERES N—AFXA— DT
HTFFTDEOHEELTCND, WDIXT 7T A3V v —ROBUREMITO T DN E DR — D&
MOTARBBITEDN L TNDD THDN, ZALCTHIEDIAEAMED D DIE, EFRANT LB
e AT DBABIRPUZ DWW THRIEDLA O — R a7 L TR IO LW O X AME T
HHDOEEbig,

FSUTETIRT 4T v— FOELELSR

EHL 2 HITATU%76410T 2000 FEDSOMKE CHUT /MBI OFREZAT T2 BS, A7 EW
TT 7T AR —RaE X4 DJEL T A A TONT 7 HEHE DB\ IEO AT FE RN S
BZLIZRADNENT, T IV TAX T % —RITOWTUILLFTN S H T AT IV TRV E g o
BDHZENHAKD~ ZAAI2E TR T, 2000 FENGEAH/NERTT A7 41—V RIZT 5
HEH I OBEIID IR T HERIEA I TUE,

LZANABI AT o= B A CRINTBE, T2 F b F o7~ L A — U F (A A
#1 2,000 N) DM CEBRICT 7T A1 — RO HIT T oREAR AL — 2 HIZL, [Z2TIE
ROZNT 7~ T4 X% —ROIFE T LVIREEE HIZ LT, SHIZEE D HAERIREL TND
TAT 7 N—2 B PEITH) 100km DT 7L 22T, [ZORT I (M7 non—=— D
INZOH, JEDD AT CIIWEIEIL T 7w T ARy — RO IFFEBIEEIRI ThH DI LVO R EE

2 U PRI AT 7= B I 100km HE D IIET SV —F T — IO F
WOHTTEH Y | JTEAIFAAD 90%LL ERRZEITHER L T2, BIECIIEEDO RIS E L
W7EID Z EIXIFEARFRERRECTH 5, ITBUHINILIFTI D T E REL TZ O[22 7 7
IN=UET AR e — A = HESBEOTHAR Y MIETLS L TETZDOTH DN,
AR TIEMLT LB ERE OBEOBIEN 9 < W TR, ZRZFTH A & AR O
DFEIC Tuiéﬂ’bfb\éﬂa_@ﬁﬁ [ & tb~uE, Uy AR ORBULIREBEN S 5 721 i3
DITHFE LWREBICH D LWz K 5, AT 7 W FEREFHIVT, S0 T 2 kG S8 2 diitEiEa g
OBBEIZ S T 15 ERNCITEES 5 72— U 2 N HOERRERN 34— 7" LT A,
BT DAGKE BT 0 i+ 2 F H U728 3O < S b3 S oo b 5 D2 MR Lz,
77 PR L —Y 7 b— RGO BARR T T OV C ORI eEimi T T 25
FRD Z & HETHA T o O ERE T—a - g & st 08 R ) ($hiE5E, 2011 4F) |
W43,
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B8N T, RICTHT |8V o ThZOD e Rk LD I TR T T 7~ T 4 3 Vv — R BHR
NHDDTIFTR DL IR THD,

T I T AR —RBRELNIDITEITA T DHITITENZ DWW TR 7 7 i —F %2 L TV,
ZHUI NI —IFRICEAS N2 a0 T — S B Z D M7 BIEDOEA LV FME R EL
Z D _ETRFHEB AT E T O G 2 A S KB L CREREE L O b CHERD R | %
B B, SOICZ UKL CRBEZRBRY D[EIECR IS & Ml 328\ ) ZEIcE RO =1L
F—ZENTW=DTHD,

SHIZBHERID 2013 FEIITERE ~DOX ISV I H CRERICERICEEB S a1
THEVIBURD I TV, BELUIIOUZBURD, MG I3\ TR o e RLHH U R 2
O FE (ZN N ENROMFE L LTS FFE THLIMITRIEL O ZBIfE T —ERRE MR L
TWHHEH THAIEEZBID,

KEMSIZBIT DT T DIt OFHEE OB HTT T T ORI THETORIZAA
FEE CTHDHET UL, ZTUITIIN R OREEBEIMER B2 I Bbind, Z<DA7 A
IR e X IEEGRCThHIL, MH DHE DO LT ARl R A EIEH ﬂ%ﬂ&bﬂ HEWVHZENHIRDD

TIERNTEDID,

T IIT 41 Tv— FOEFEDATREN

B RICIBWTT 7T 4 3V —R0 5 H OKFEREEZ D ATREMEITD 2D OFEEAR A O
EEZ DD, ETALPIRIASRHFRENC /2D FTREMEZR L IFFEE 72N EW S T _EDL LR, 72032
NWCHBENBAEDATL DBURIZEBWTIERAE D,/ TEBORPE | L LTRSS TNDEVHZED
BRI RETIIRWEA),

BIZT 7T A X — KB KFEEL THRIELIZSGA ., A7 EREOBURITRS L E#E X
BNRWNEEFEOL D25 AREMERHY . D F iﬂfm BEEN—ARA—bIHREL TS
DTIHIRNTEAI, TEIRZD IO 7 FTHEVEA R L QD FHIA T2 D B BEE XBHE IR O O
EDLLTMBNDERAE L TV LW ZETHAD,

5 H 19 BIZHEESND T EDAT Y KILFERZEITA th BRI E OUAMER) S B A
NEHELTOETHLN, ZOTaERZEB W TEEMICE DI ERRH L)% TRIT 5D
WEETH D, 72Nl ElT, ZIE T 7 KR T 2R A I TORNA TR
DRIEFRAEDIBFETEH 4 FEMOMIERO I ED TLALVOETHY, LU oo T
BT A AT TN G TIENBARD 7 EVEZH E D72 b B % 5.2 12 A8V FHTHD,

P DAL i T N

3 Philip Bump, “Donald Trump starts the general election behind Hillary Clinton by a mile,”

Washington Post, 4 May 2016. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/05/
04/donald-trump-starts-the-general-election-trailing-hillary-clinton-by-a-mile/, 2017 4£ 3 A
10 H7 7 &R)
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Egyptian Economy

TV MRH
B s IMF @l o £
Economic Reform and IMF Loan
[ZL®IZ

IMF #5303, 2016 4 11 A 11 H, =V 7 h~ORE (JER(E MG 73 V7 1) Z2A&GE LT,
Atk SHERITRE 120 (BN A2 L9280 C, 8 HDEEAEMND 3 I ABRDERE -7,

AR 7R EFE IMF ORFEAEIL, D 3—T 7 BHERMLIEET 3 [AIH7Z o7, UL, i
% 2 [FITEEGBICETESTZHOD, Wb EiaFNI = 7 MUAEEARIEIL 72, 2011 4F
6 HOBEIL MBI ZEREL QO E iR matike (SCAF) Ik THIHS -, BIEH
168 T CREIORE i EA 75 S OITET e R E LW HIEITE 57, 2 [F1HI1X 2012 4 11 AIZLLA—
RAFEHE (G ) 120 THEMIS ATz, I St L7 o TR C D FEfta & [AibE 3~ 570 72 o7,

W 2 MEITEARY AROE AL, =7 MU E HANRE U AT 57 T ot
f:o ZORER., BEIL IMF A& GAFL7e o A= 2 —ZH0R T 503, A ENE= 7 NS

(2 A BAERL L T ededia IMF 2SRl Sl e L GERBLIZEHuBES LT D,

%E’s—i A — AL —RHIERUT, AT 2 W) DA SO TR 72 L% R L T2, EE R DT
VT —HHBBEOHIBHAEEY | FOl Clid, AIMIEERLOEA (2016 429 H) | ARFEFE (Civil
Service Law No.18/2015) D IE (2016 4F 11 H) | B8 ZEAHSGHI~DOBAT (2016 411 ), —
X —liFE DT & EiF (2016 45 11 A) 22l &L 7=,

£ El> IMF LOBE GBI, —HEORRFUEOMAE THY | KT OF A T o0 e
HTEDRHIRFSI TS, AR CIEBEORGE YR IE S B O Bl A E 2 5,

EENABRSHANDBEIT

2016 DTV T NIEAN2IMEARRITEE LTz, IMEREIXTT77 OF | IBORHF KL E S
@ﬁ“éfﬁ%@w 2013 FZITH9 10 E»salo AT AT IMEIE L CNVD, BT 77 #ED DD

TR KARIR N K> THMESES - Z [EHREL T2 b DD 2016 RIS DIFEATH) 10%72 7 /A
%ﬁév—l\éﬂmm%v—b@mﬁ I, ARSI TR & (TPER LT,

AERREA~ORLE LT, =V 7 MBUFI, —EVHE M Ol AR, BIRLS & B | EZEH Of
FIR L FREUMEFEOM X o7z, SHI2, =V M RERITIE 2016 4 3 HICARL —
14.5%800 FiF, 1 KRAdH7z0 8.78 =7 kiR R (LE) EL7z, L., TDOHHIME ARSI TR
B9, Wb AR LT,

AT T, 2016 45 3 HRKIZ 1 kR AdH7=0 LE10 £720, 2512 4 A ¥4EI2iX R LE11, 7 A
TEIZHE LE12, 9 AKICFE LE13 &, i@EZNH#EATS, 2L T, 10 AIZIIAEL —FOFRED T

1 http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/3/12/236517/Business/Economy/Egypt-denies-
IMF-has-imposed-conditions-on-loan-pa.aspx

15 HFH L E=— Vol.4
©IDE-JETRO 2017



EVHBRIANEY WATHESTIE 1 KR L7290 LE18 £ TR 7=, ZDfER, AT —Rall AT
ML —hOTEHEE 100%LL Ei7ao7,

2016 FHITLAEITIRA L 72 ST AMER R IT, B8 SIDIRNHU NG AZEF 72T T RFPARHE
DIFENZH 2% KT LT-, Eastern Company f: (/3 adApE - i58) <° Juhayna £ (f0E}F - FLEY
FUA— T —) LN ST TR R AL AME AR BN Lo TFA RO AT SR L 22> TUOVD SR
Z B2,

SMEAR R DMERRE7R R A0 5707 = 7 MREATIE, 2016 4F 11 A 3 A A8 ARyt
~OBATEFR LT, TVETITRREYTHRT PERITITN L CEMBNANE G T 22 TR
L— ML QR A %I B BRTTHEIE IC L TARL —MSRETHZ812725, ZEiHE
BN &5 2R — NRED G A Eleo7- 11 A 6 B, diFFERITIciWT 1 kR Vb7
¥ LE16 THG S, BATRIO XN EL — NP6 80% L, EJEfiiE 772,

14 27 LELEFADXG

2016 FHRUEOZWM/ 2B ERZIIAL TVHRD _LHEL O U, =V 7 NI 5 IR T %
B2 TEY, F/hEEITLD LT HEMMNE DL EWHAL TND, D78 | WATAR TS T
WEZOETIZEDEDINDINALTUNEHEL, TIET 10%H1% THERL Qe 7L
T 2016 46 A2 14%F T EFL, ZNLISKE 2011 FELE TReb iy VKIETHERR L Q0D (X 1),

o) 1 A 7 LROHER (RI4EFSIL)
16.0
14.0
12.0 -
10.0
8.0
6.0 -
4.0
2.0
O-O T T T T T T T T T T T
%% %% %% %%
L% B RS R B
S I e T S S
(tHFAT)  Central Bank of Egypt (www.cbe.org.eg)

AL TV O EE I E DR R E AN, 7oLz, 2016 RN E B MO A R 3 K ik
L., SBIT 10 HITITHFEDEERNDIH A T, WIS KA RARMBNHI B O Gih H L2 > Tk

2 http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2016/10/27/dollar-crisis-threatens-eastern-tobacco-
companys-production/
http//www.dailynewsegypt.com/2016/10/20/juhayna-reports-34-decline-q3-net-profits-
despite-increased-sales/
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AR CHY, BURDNZEMGEBEHL TOD5 E Thd, BIFIZELZEIE 35708 L TRIORE
HAGEIE X 7223, DB DR R EAL TV RO EFITA N — A — KO LRFRIK T 244
V23,

BURFIE, A 7L RPRELC, BRRiB &2 %ELT-, 1 ADH7=0 H%E LE15 O1#iBh%E% 2016 4F 6
A2 LE18 (25 [% EiF, &5I2 12 HIZ LE21 ([2§ 52L& 5E L2, TORER, 2016 425
LE6 (40%) DHfiBatfEaL 72573 Te L 2 IXMHBSATEAFET 2016 4F 11 I 1 ¥r/ 70670
LE2 fii bifsndied | #iBh@&ftE o NEMigd EAEmICHD, 078 | ki
KENEDSA L 7L RPREL T E000E, BURTIEIADN TR,

INF L DREEE

A —Ag—BEHEIE, 2016 427 A FA), TN ETHEL T2 IMF EORE WA B RIT2Z
LGNS, 2D 5 AT IMF g = 7 MahffL Chofk gz TV . 8 H 11 HIZ
HEAREIZESTS,

IMF LDOE IR T, B HIMA RS LT — 30 PRk B E D OiEl RO DHFH Ehvo7e
D, BB T DR IIREL D 0T, A —A—KELHEIL, YO R EEZ LSO, IMF
A DS IO BRI DL LT, B EOEEEEZFNTT,

BAEB B DS HOWT, BUFIZZOFEMZBLNIZL TOZRWN, Ll D7k ed | MBURT
DN, 2B EEDOUCE, B AP DT= D DIMIRERIL, BlEEKRORMLE Z B8, FEE, —
T NBUIL, 8 A LRI YT 8T SO ED L OIME SAROES AIMIERLOEA, AT
LA, 2B 2 S ~DRAT . =X —HBI @ OHIRE | RIFUCEEEZ R 2 LFEATLI,
ZOREFR, IMF X 11 A 11 HOPRFESCRIEZAGEL, BIA 1 [EIH ORE /5L T 27.5 BKR L
U729,

SEBRORBEL

BT OREFE UL, B ERAIZ DA 7V Bvite | B LD WAL B i 7e L | R4
TEZ WS NEHZ 2L PRSND, £D—T7 T, B BORIZ L > T 22 E{ b
(DB Z DT DZENRFAFERICA AR EZ Z BN TS0 | BURIZSOEZ % IBSE 51972 BUR
IENEPER 2T UTT26700, BIEOBUFIE, IRENTZBERIZ I > TEROAMEIZ SH, <71

3 http://baseera.com.eg/EN/PressPoll-Ar/125-En.pdf

4 http://lenglish.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/3/12/247285/Business/Economy/Egypt-to-
increase-food-subsidies-amid-price-hikes-.aspx

5 http://www.reuters.com/article/egypt-imf-talks-idUSL8N1AC6MP

6 https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2016/08/11/09/49/pr16375-Egypt-IMF-Reaches-
Staff-Level-Agreement-on-a-Three-Year-US$12-Billion-Extended-Fund-Facility

7 http://lenglish.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/238664/Egypt/Politics-/We-must-
cooperate-to-face-difficult-economic-condi.aspx

8 http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2016/10/03/egypt-struggles-implement-imfs-conditions-
board-meeting/

9 http://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2016/11/12/egypt-successfully-secures-12bn-imf-loan-
repaid-10-years-interest-rate-1-1-5/
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R DLIEACZZERL T HEND | FELWIRFIEE 23RO LTV %, IMF Bl &) T FE D %)
ROMHDET, BERZkE TE D00, FEFIFERI AT T, = 7 MEFIFIE RS 22 TD,
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Turkey Politics

MV aBid

IR ERFATEN T2 RN R L 72D
Why did Nationalist Movement Party agree to Presidential system?

RN EENEZS T B

2017 41 A 21 H, MLaXERESICB W TERESIESRD 340 @S OBRICI AR LT, &
LT, BESEORIEEFPDERKEEN 4 A 16 BIATOhNDIENREL, ZZ TR0 B
HIUL, ERICEESOEDENRE/2D, BEOEIEIL, 1982 4F 11 AlZHlESHizb D223, EU I
L ORI ST, 2000 IS AV OB IESHUCEZL, F72, 2010 45 9 12 HIQITEESK
EDEREEITOI. 26 DEKINWIESI TG, FOHTh, A RIOBEUIEIZHIT 7=V
HBPRNZHEH SNHEHIT, 18 HEIZBITAWED R RFEENEZF St &L TR Tlidi,
ITEROELHNDLETDH 104 FOWEREFTENTNDNHTHD,

FAFEDEF I 1 AT Fe% Fodan L) EHERIZ2 IR FERIIZ DV TIE, 2014 4F 8 AL T
ML THID COE RO EEREIZ LD KFIEERE CL Yoy T AT LR T DR
Lict, A RT Y BE P2 OVE KL T, Lol A XM KHFERE < et L, [H
B e/ B8 A A TET-, 2015 4E 6 H ORIEZRE T /LR T OB BUT Tih DN TEIE A
(Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi) i$ 2002 45 11 B OEZELIEHERFL C&7- B 5% O FE A —fH912
Kot (A 11 A ORRZETHORM G4 L725) . ZDJRK D 1 DNT/VR T AZL DK
Hl~DEERDF KIZLFEfSI,

ZFHUTIE 2015 4E 6 H B8 1AL TUORWNTE )b H T, 89 L TR LEE
DEEIAT HETITIEY M @D T=DIZA5, ZDORE/Z2ER D 121%, 201647 H 15 HDOI—
THAREFNMN T T2, ZOEFIHBEOfFEHE TART V KFEHEDY —2 — 7' O FClRi#E -2
LT HROTNRT REFEA~O SRR B LB R E ST, Lol EROFFNZVZT Tl
A TR ~DOBT2 G B E R N EE 2 S, BRI RLCE, KER
HRDOA 550 FEE T 367 i OB HIUTFES @A, KHEI KGRI 5721 TSIEEL 72D,
F72 330 EEOES BV, BB, [HREFEETEDORIFLFIZENFRETH D, ANIER
JEFEIE 316 5B 2A 1L CODA, 22T Tl 330 & I L2\, £ ClkEHL T 330 il
UL 1 (340 36) IR A LN TET-0h, FORMEIT, KERH#ESTA0HFEE2ATORE LS
FA7E)5E (Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi) 23AIEFE W FHZ[AI 727200 Th D, A CIE, KikE
FTEITERICOWTEL 7292 T 2B RN SRR B O B LS IERE X FT 2501072
DNV TR 5,

1 EU M8 ASVRC AL 5 BIEDEIE L VESEDOFERIZEI L TiX, Republic of Turkey Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Secretariat General for EU Affairs, Political Reforms in Turkey, 2007; [Ff%:
DINBEAZHREER D bV aBOE~DORE) \REL TR [EUILRO 7 a7 47 0 hra b oxt
ahd SILFE, 2007 4, 145-172 H& 2,
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The Iran Deal: Irrationality in Foreign Policy Discourse

It took two years of intense negotiations, travel by diplomats equal to 16 around-
the-world trips and thousands of pages of position papers to solve a problem ... that
never existed:

“It 1s not hard to argue that, had there been no diplomatic rupture between
Teheran and Washington for so long, many of the upheavals in the region would have
been avoided. It is also not hard to argue that there would have been no ‘manufactured
crisis’ about Iran’s nuclear programme, had the two countries remained friendly after
the Iranian revolution in 1979. And, finally, there would have been no occasion for an
historical breakthrough.”?

Intelligence services of major powers, such as the U.S. National Intelligence
Estimate, repeatedly concluded that Iran was not developing a nuclear weapon.?2
Crude attempts to plant intelligence and raise the spectre of the bomb were no more
credible than earlier claims that Iraq possessed weapons of mass destruction. As we
know, that false intelligence led Western powers to attack and devastate Iraq. The
emergence of the terrorist Islamic State, or Daesh, is one of the consequences of that
attack. Hundreds of thousands of casualties and millions of refugees from the war is
another.

Partly because of the lamentable U.S. experience in Afghanistan and Iraq, an
attack on Iran has so far been prevented but threats of an attack continue to be voiced
in Israel and in the United States. This is why it is instructive to look at the origins of
“the Iranian threat”, the effects of Western and Israeli punitive actions on Iran, the
process that led to the signing of the Vienna agreement (Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action, or JCPOA) and the resulting state of international relations.

Background

Iran signed the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) in 1968, soon after receiving a
nuclear research reactor and highly enriched uranium to use in it from the United
States. This development was halted after the Islamic Revolution of 1979 and a
military attack on Iran by the then U.S.-supported and armed Iraq in 1980. The war
lasted eight years and dramatically drained Iran’s resources. It was only in the 1990s
that Iran concluded agreements with China, Russia and Pakistan with the purpose of
resuming a peaceful nuclear programme. However, intense pressure from the United
States slowed down cooperation with these countries. The U.S., notably the only
country to have actually used atomic bombs, officially called Iran, which had not
attacked another country for centuries, “a rogue state.” President Clinton’s National

1 Adam Tarock, “The Iran Nuclear Deal: Winning a Little, Losing a Lot”, Third World
Quarterly (37) 8, 2016, pp. 1408-1424,
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01436597.2016.1166049#.V5om_KLjasl
(this and all the other URLs in this article were last accessed on July 28, 2016).

2 See 1llustration: http://www.blackcommentator.com/256/256_images/256_cartoon_iran_
not_nuclear_threat_large.gif
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Security Advisor elaborated this concept under the appellation of “backlash states” and
argued that “the United States has a special responsibility for developing a strategy to
neutralize, contain and, through selective pressure, perhaps eventually transform
these backlash states into constructive members of the international community”.3
President Bush Jr. included Iran in “the axis of evil”, another innovation in the
vocabulary of international relations. Consequently, Washington deemed Tehran too
irresponsible to deal with nuclear technology, let alone nuclear weapons.

In the post-Cold War unipolar world this approach, promoted by the United
States as the sole superpower, became known as an international consensus. Iran was
not allowed to develop technologies that many other countries were developing without
hindrance. To this effect, Iran was forced to sign an agreement with the EU-3 (France,
Germany and the UK) in Paris in 2004 which suspended both enrichment and
conversion activities, including the manufacture and operation of centrifuges. It was a
modern version of the “unequal treaties” that China, Tokugawa Japan, Egypt and
others had been forced to sign in the 19th century. Arguing that the EU-3 had
succumbed to U.S. pressure and had failed to uphold its part of the agreement, in June
2005 the outgoing President Khatami announced the resumption of uranium
enrichment and conversion. 4 The new president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, elected a
year later, attended the restart of an enrichment facility under the surveillance of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). This brought about international
sanctions and the freezing of Iranian assets abroad. “Iran has been punished for a
‘crime’ that it might commit, in some unspecified future, of making a bomb in violation
of the Nuclear NPT.”s

However, neither Israeli intelligence services nor the IAEA has ever produced
proof that Iran was actually engaged in weaponization.® Iran’s leaders reiterated their
country’s principled opposition to nuclear arms while pointing out at double standards:
the United States not only continued to develop nuclear weapons but so did its main
regional protégé Israel, which never even signed the NPT. Israel is suspected of being
behind mysterious assassinations of several nuclear scientists in Iran and cyber
attacks on Iran’s nuclear facilities; it has played an overtly crucial role in stirring anti-
Iran sentiment and leading opposition to the Vienna agreement (JCPOA) within the
United States.

3 Anthony Lake, “Confronting Backlash States”, Foreign Affairs 73 (2) March - April 1994,
pp. 45-55.

4 Peter Oborne and David Morrison, A Dangerous Delusion: Why the West Is Wrong About
Nuclear Iran, London: Elliott and Thompson, 2013,
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/f3922552-fee6-11d9-94b4-00000e2511c¢8.html?siteedition=
intl#axzz4IxSQaZNY

51bid.

6 Ames Risen & Mark Mazzetti, “U.S. Agencies See No Move by Iran to Build a Bomb”, New
York Times, February 24, 2012, http://www.nytimes.com/2012/02/25/world/middleeast/us-
agencies-see-no-move-by-iran-to-build-a-bomb.html?_r=0
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Claims and Allegations

The defiant tone of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, Iran’s president from 2005 to 2013,
offered Israel and its allies in the United States an opportunity to portray Iran as an
inveterate enemy of the Jews that officially denied the Holocaust and was plotting
wholesale physical destruction of the Israeli population. Both accusations turned out
to be false but U.S. diplomats at the United Nations would walk out of the General
Assembly invoking these two reasons for their refusal to hear the Iranian president
speak: Holocaust denial and plans to “wipe Israel off the map.” Even though Western
media did report some of his quotes correctly, and even though his speeches are
available in translation online?, the image of the Iranian president as a Holocaust
denier was firmly embedded in Western media. By extension, Iran was portrayed as a
country run by homicidal irrational anti-Semites.

These two claims were meant to lead to a new war. Iranian leaders’ principled
opposition to Zionism38 and their firm condemnations of Israel’s treatment of the
Palestinians had long placed Iran in the category of “existential threats” invoked by
successive Israeli governments. Prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu brandished
crude schemes of the bomb at the United Nations® and, in the course of several years,
repeatedly claimed that Iran was just a few months away from developing nuclear
weapons. The non-existent weapon of mass destruction was used as a weapon of mass
distraction, diverting world attention away from the wretched fate of the Palestinians
and focusing it on Israel’s threats to bomb Iran. In the meantime, Israel was free to
wage war on Gaza and other Palestinians with total impunity. The new “existential
threat” also served to consolidate political support for the ruling party and move Israeli

society further right.

Yet, the Iranian president was clearly making a distinction between Israel and
the Jews: “vigilant and just human beings will not blame the Jews for the crimes
committed by the fake Zionist regime and its supporters in the occupied territories.”10
The Jews of Iran continue to practice Judaism without much interference from the
Iranian authorities and stay put in the country they have inhabited for thousands of

7 http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=ahmadinejad+on+holocaust&search=
Search

8 Among the many tendencies within Zionism, the one that has triumphed set out to
transfer the Jews from their countries of origin to Palestine and to establish political and
economic control over the “new-old land,” as the founder of political Zionism Theodor Herzl
called it, if need be by force. The Zionist project in Palestine, based on the principles of
hafrada (separate development) and geulat haarets (redemption and acquisition of the
land), has led to discrimination, dispossession and exile of native Arab Palestinians. (For
more details see: Ilan Pappe, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, London: Oneworld, 2007
and Yakov M. Rabkin, What is Modern Israel?, London: Pluto, 2016.)

9 See illustration: http://www.vosizneias.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/UN-General-
Assembly-I_sham.jpg

10 Quoted from “Why we went to Iran”,

http://www.nkusa.org/activities/Statements/ 20070402IranWhycfm.cfm
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years. Had anti-Jewish fanatics run Iran, they would have harassed the helpless local
Jews rather than challenge a nuclear-armed regional power and its superpower ally.

Moreover, in using the memory of the Holocaust for his own political purposes,
the Iranian president was hardly alone. According to Moshe Zimmermann, professor
of German history and public intellectual in Israel, “the Shoah [Holocaust] is an oft-
used instrument. Speaking cynically, it can be said that the Shoah is among the most
useful objects for manipulating the public, and particularly the Jewish people, in and
outside of Israel. In Israeli politics, the Shoah is held to demonstrate that an unarmed
Jew is as good as a dead Jew”.11

There are political reasons why the accusation of Holocaust denial is brought up.
A denier of the massacre of hundreds of thousands of Jews in Ukraine in the 17tk
century or of the expulsion of Jews from Spain in the 15t would attract no more
attention than a member of the Flat Earth Society. Nor would denial of the vastly
greater massacres suffered by the original inhabitants of the Americas be viewed with
such opprobrium. Yet, many Zionists today interpret any doubt expressed about the
Nazi genocide or even about its scope as a present threat to destroy the Jews. It is not
only the historical recency and the magnitude of the industrialized massacre of Jews
across Europe, but the political uses of its memory, decried by Zimmermann and many
other Jewish intellectuals, that make it unique.

Norman Finkelstein’s Holocaust Industry amply documents how the memory of
the Nazi genocide has been harnessed for political purposes by Israel and pro-Israel
advocates to justify its raison d’étre and claim impunity for its military actions. For
decades, references to the Nazi genocide in Europe have functioned as an instrument
of persuasion in the hands of Israeli foreign policy to mute criticism and to generate
sympathy for the state, which styles itself as the collective heir of the six million
victims. The Nazi genocide has been invoked to present Israel as the ultimate saviour
not only of Israeli Jews but as the potential redeemer of Jews around the world. The
message was to be one of rebirth, of pride in belonging to Israel, and against the
indignity of dying in Europe. The deliberate conflation between Israel and the Jews
has dangerously muddled political debate about the Middle East, mixing in emotional
and even theological arguments.

Iran was thus portrayed as intent on “wiping Israel off the map.” This was done
by mistranslating one of Ayatollah Khomeini’s decades-old anti-Zionist diatribes:
Esrail bayad az sahneyeh roozégar mahv shavad, which means “Israel must vanish
from the page of time,” and does not mention any map, let alone killing. This phrase is
so common as to be seen on many walls in Tehran and other Iranian cities. Yet just as
the end of Soviet communism and the end of the Shah’s regime in Iran never meant
wiping out population of these countries from the face of the earth, the call for an end
to Zionism did not mean the destruction of the country and its population. In fact,

11 Yeshayahu Leibowitz, Peuple, Terre, Etat, Paris: Plon, 1995, p. 61.
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President Ahmadinejad was expressing no more than “a vague wish for the future,”12
a wish for a regime change, not a genocide. Indeed, after the phrase “wiping Israel off
the map” was exposed as a canard, some Israeli instigators of the anti-Iran campaign,
namely the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs (JCPA), quietly dropped it from further

use.l3

However, anti-Iran fear mongering quickly shaped a new Zionist consensus. The
right-wing politician Nathan Sharansky, the doyen of the New Historians Benny
Morris and the otherwise liberal scholar Shlomo Avineri, in spite of their political
differences, called on the Jews of the world to rally against Iran.14 They repeated the
assertion that Iran was determined “to wipe Israel off the map.” Sharansky saw in this
opposition to Iran a messianic-sounding opportunity “to save the world.”15 Morris
publicly warned against another Holocaust at the hands of Iran.16 The hysteria was
palpable.

The role of the Israel Lobby in Washington was seminal in stirring the anti-Iran
hysteria. The America-Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) meeting in Spring
2006 made Iran its special target and reportedly featured giant screens alternating
clips of Adolf Hitler denouncing the Jews and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad whose words
were interpreted as a threat “to wipe Israel off the map.” The show ended with a fade-
out to the post-Holocaust vow “Never Again.”l” Within months, these images became
commonplace and the Iranian president came to be referred to as Hitler by U.S.
officials.18

JCPA actively promoted the anti-Iran campaign from both Israel and the United
States. In December 2006 it organized a press conference proposing to indict President

12 Jonathan Steele, “Lost in translation”, The Guardian, June 14, 2006,
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2006/jun/14/post155

13 On the controversy about this phrase see:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/2007/03/wiped_off_the_map.html;
https://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/post/did-ahmadinejad-really-say-
israel-should-be-wiped-off-the-map/2011/10/04/glQABJIKML,_blog.html,;
http://www.globalresearch.ca/israel-wiped-off-the-map-the-rumor-of-the-century-
fabricated-by-the-us-media-to-justify-an-all-out-war-on-iran/21188.

14 “Shlomo Avineri responds,” Dissent, Winter 2007,
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/article/shlomo-avineri-responds

15 Nathan Sharansky, “Mobilize now, save the world”, Jerusalem Post, February 11, 2007,
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Op-Ed-Contributors/Mobilize-now-save-the-world

16 Benny Morris, “Using Bombs to Stave off War”, New York Times, July 18, 2008,
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/18/opinion/18morris.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=Benny%20M
orris\&st=cse&oref=slogin

17 http://int.icej.org/mews/headlines/aipac-head-compares-iranian-leader-hitler; Alice
Ollstein, “Wandering Jew - Propaganda for the Insipid”, Jewish Journal (Los Angeles)
March 30, 2006,
http://www.jewishjournal.com/wandering_jew/article/wandering_jew_propaganda_for_the
_insipid_20060331

18 Peter Hutchison, “WikiLeaks: US referred to Mahmoud Ahmadinejad as 'Hitler"”,

The Telegraph November 28, 2010,
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/mews/worldnews/8166248/WikiLeaks-US-referred-to-
Mahmoud-Ahmadinejad-as-Hitler.html
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http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/18/opinion/18morris.html?_r=1&scp=1&sq=Benny%20Morris/&st=cse&oref=slogin
http://int.icej.org/news/headlines/aipac-head-compares-iranian-leader-hitler
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Ahmadinejad for threatening to commit mass murder. Nobel Prize laureate Elie Wiesel
and two prominent lawyers, the American Alan Dershowitz and the Canadian Irwin
Cotler, known for their staunch support of Israel’s right wing circles, were there to call
for expelling Iran from the United Nations.!® Cotler, a Liberal member of Canada’s
parliament, later called on Canadian and other governments to prosecute Iran for an
alleged violation of the U.N. Genocide Convention. The JCPA initiative was at the root
of similar public anti-Iran activities in Australia and other countries.20

The most impressive contribution to stirring the anti-Iran sentiment was made
by the Israel Project, a Washington-based constituent of the Israel Lobby. In March
2007 it distributed an “Iran Press Kit” to over 17,000 media professionals and 40,000
pro-Israel activists in the United States. The Jerusalem office of the Israel Project
distributed the kit to more than 400 foreign journalists accredited in Israel. The Iran
Press Kit claimed that the Iranian president “denies the Holocaust and says he wants
to wipe Israel off the map.” It also added that Iranian leaders supported attacks that
killed thousands of Americans. Since many Americans continue to believe that
Saddam Hussein was behind September 11, it would not be difficult to make this new
accusation stick. The Israel Project also played on the fear of a nuclear attack: one of
the documents in the press kit warns that “The Nuclear Clock is TICKING ... and time
1s running out.” The documents distributed by the Israel Project promoted the image
of Iran as a threat not only to Israeli security but also to that of Europe and the United
States.

The two emotionally charged accusations hurled at Iran — Holocaust denial and
intention to wipe Israel off the map —certainly helped prepare the public opinion for
a military strike against the oil-rich Iran, a disquieting remake of the scare of Iraq’s
1llusory weapons of mass destruction.?! Prior to this propaganda barrage public opinion
surveys had shown that Israel was perceived as constituting a greater danger to world
peace than Iran.?? Ten years later, Israel tied with Iran in terms of being viewed as a
threat to world peace.? This shows the democratic deficit of the apparently solid
international support for Israel: the population of major Western countries is
consistently and significantly more critical of Israel than their governments.

The demonization of the Iranian president as a Holocaust denier bent on wiping
Israel off the map in an act of genocide became commonplace. He appeared to be the

19 Hillary Leila Krieger, “Jewish Heavy-Hitters swing at Iran”, Jerusalem Post, September
12, 2006, http://www.jpost.com/Iranian-Threat/News/Jewish-heavy-hitters-swing-at-Iran
20 http://jcpa.org/iran/

21 Mark Mackinnon and Alicja Siekierska, “Iraq Confidential”, Globe and Mail, July 7, 2016,
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/i-will-be-with-you-whatever-how-blair-and-
bush-set-course-for-war-behind-thescenes/article30765161/

22 By Ambrose Evans-Pritchard, “Israel is No 1 threat to peace, says EU poll”, The
Telegraph, November 4, 2003.

23 Eric Brown, “In Gallup Poll, The Biggest Threat To World Peace Is ... America?”,
International Business Times, January 2, 2014, http:/www.ibtimes.com/gallup-poll-
biggest-threat-world-peace-america-1525008: The United States was named as the
greatest danger by 24% of the 60 000 respondents around the globe, including 13% of
Americans.
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only world leader that Western media characterized as “genocidal.” Even at the height
of the Cold War, when tens of thousands of Soviet nuclear warheads were aimed at the
United States, no Kremlin leader deserved the appellation “genocidal.” It followed that
Iran must be stopped at any cost. This became a mantra of politicians in Israel and the
United States alike. The mantra reflected not only demonization of the head of state
but, at the same time, personification of an entire country, implying that its president
possessed unlimited dictatorial powers. The same approach is currently used with
respect to Russia, to which Western media and certain Western governments refer
simply as “Putin.” As we shall see, analogies between Western attitudes to Iran and to
Russia do not end with demonization of the head of state.

Punitive actions and their effect

Soon after his inauguration, President Barak Obama appeared to improve
relations with Iran. While his predecessor called Iran “evil and pariah,” the new chief
executive sent two letters to Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, calling
for a relaxation of tensions between the two countries. On the occasion of the Iranian
New Year, Obama addressed the Iranian people emphasizing common humanity and
wishing to build a better future for both nations.24

These moves by the U.S. president seriously alarmed Israeli leaders and their
allies in Washington, many of whom, such as Dennis Ross, were then part of Obama’s
inner circle. A new cycle of hostility ensued. Without any new evidence, Washington
accused Tehran of plotting to acquire nuclear weapons. Moreover, the appointment of
a new director general of TAEA in 2009 compromised the agency’s neutrality by placing
it at the service of U.S. strategic interests.25 Beginning in 2010, JAEA issued a series
of critical reports based on intelligence from unidentified sources previously deemed
untrustworthy. 26 Consequently, the United States mobilized its European allies,
including Iran’s major trading partners Germany, France and Italy, for an imposition

of severe economic sanctions on Iran.

Conversely, Israel, which refuses to sign the NPT and has attacked its neighbours
several times in its short history, and reportedly possesses over 200 nuclear weapons,
advanced missiles and six submarines (a gift from Germany), remains beyond criticism,
let alone international sanctions. Western powers, aka the “international community,”
appeared to take at face value Israeli allegations that Iran was on the verge of nuclear
weaponization. Western media portrayed the Islamic republic in Western Asia as a
country run by irrational and irresponsible “mullahs” in contradistinction to Western

24 https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/videotaped-remarks-president-celebration-
nowruz

25 Julian Borger, “Nuclear watchdog chief accused of pro-western bias over Iran”,

The Guardian March 12, 2012, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2012/mar/22/nuclear-
watchdog-iran-iaea

26 Michele Gaietta, The Trajectory of Iran's Nuclear Program, New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2015, p. 164.
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powers assumed to be rational and responsible in spite of their record of two world
wars and innumerable colonial wars, including recent unprovoked attacks on countries
of West and Central Asia as well as Libya. Racism and colonial mentality are likely to
have played a part. Iranians are seen as “Orientals” who cannot be trusted to play with
matches.

This was not the first time racism affected decisions concerning nuclear weapons.
It was in 1943, when German armies were deep in Soviet territory and the outcome of
the war in Europe was far from certain, that President Roosevelt, in a conversation
with General Groves, the head of the Manhattan Project, refused to consider dropping
the atomic bomb on Germany. The Jewish émigré scientists, including Einstein, who
had prompted the U.S. government to produce nuclear weapons, wanted to prevent
Germany from acquiring a nuclear monopoly. Many of them were horrified when
Washington ordered to bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki, causing massive civilian
casualties.2” The racial explanation of the choice of Japan as the first nuclear test
ground continues to divide historians to this day. In any case, racism was at the time
institutionalized in the United States, and its troops fighting the Nazis were racially
segregated. More importantly, during the war Japanese Americans were summarily
uprooted and interned while this measure was applied only selectively to certain
American citizens of German and Italian descent.

This racial thinking dovetails with the realities of a unipolar world. During the
Cold War nobody in the West suggested that the Soviet Union did not have the right
to develop nuclear weapons. Americans may have been displeased, upset, frightened
or distressed that “the Russkies” broke the American nuclear monopoly but they never
claimed they did not have the mental wherewithal needed to handle nuclear weapons.
Now that the balance of power no longer exists Western powers routinely declare entire
countries “rogue states” if their governments fail to acknowledge Washington’s
leadership. Needless to say, Iran has been placed into that category for several decades.

“The issue for the West was not so much to prevent Iran joining the nuclear club
as it was to prevent the country from developing the scientific and technological
capability needed for its industrialization and economic development.” 28 Indeed,
policies of demodernization have long been employed in international relations. Some
were cruder than others. For example, Britain used military means to halt
modernization efforts under Mohammed Ali in Egypt in the 19tk century. During the
Cold War, the United States put in place a mechanism of export control that prevented
acquisition of dual technologies by the Soviet Union and its allies. Moreover, American
intelligence services successfully subverted Soviet civilian industries as well.29 Israel
and the United States also succeeded in thwarting modernization pursued by secular

27 See the explicitly racist cartoon right after the Hiroshima bombing on The Pittsburgh Press, 7
Aug. 1945: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-Xmpql1KjpDDE/UB24_BsgOnl/AAAAAAAAAUS/0jTjsK5dmyk/
$1600/Pittsburgh%2BPress%2BJapan%2Bcartoon.png

28 Tarock, op. cit.

29 Gus W. Weiss, « Dumping the Soviets. The Farewell Dossier », CIA Studies in Intelligence,
vol. 39, n° 5, 1996.
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nationalists in a number of countries in West Asia and North Africa. Iraq and Libya
were “bombed back into Middle Ages” by U.S. and Western-led coalitions, Afghanistan
was destroyed first by terrorism directed at the socialist regime in Kabul and later
through Western armed intervention. 30 At the time of this writing, Syria, led by a
secular modernizing government, is fighting a life-and-death struggle under massive
pressure from Western-armed terrorists. The United States has repeatedly used non-
military means of demodernization, including sanctions against a numbers of countries,
and this approach is gaining momentum.3!

Surrounded by U.S. military bases, Iran was reeling from the economic sanctions
for several years. They had profound effect on the economy, education, science,
technology and public health. Similar U.S.-inspired sanctions against Iraq under
Saddam Hussein had resulted in over half a million of child deaths and practically
reversed all modernization in the country.32 It had already been badly weakened when
the U.S.—led coalition administered a final coup de grace to modern Iraq in 2003.

U.S. and Israeli military threats against Iran were routine during the presidency
of Ahmadinejad, and they have not ended since.33 They were credible in view of an
earlier air strike by Israeli planes on the Iraqi nuclear reactor in 1981. The Israeli air
force has operated freely in the air space of neighbouring countries and occasionally
conducted long-range operations such as a raid on the Entebbe airport in Uganda in
1976. The U.S.-led attack on Iraq, which had not been approved by the United Nations,
set a frightening precedent in the region that Iranian leaders had to take into account.
The election of a less outspoken president Hassan Rouhani of Iran in 2013 finally led
the Iranian government to negotiate a new agreement and make unprecedented
concessions, duly mentioned in President Obama’s speech about the agreement.34

Conclusion: The Vienna agreement and its aftermath

The hype around the negotiations in Vienna was immense. The media maintained
tension for several weeks as the diplomats were working out the details of the accord.
Compared to agreements with other countries concerning non-proliferation, the final
document was unprecedented in terms of minutiae and attention to detail. It
drastically curbed the scientific potential of Iran, authorized the IAEA to conduct
inspections of present and past activities, and in case of “cheating”, trigger “snapback”
sanctions on Iran without prior approval of the U.N. Security Council. Military threats

30 Alberto Rabillota, et al., “La démodernisation en marche”, Revue internationale et stratégique,
92, décembre 2013, pp. 40-50, http:/histoire.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/Documents/FAS/histoire/
Documents/2-Recherche/RIS92_Demodernisation.pdf

31 Robert D. Blackwell and Jennifer M. Harris, War by Other Means : Geoeconomics and Statecraft,
Cambridge, MA : Harvard University Press/Council on Foreign Relations, 2016.

32 John Pilger, “Squeezed to Death”, The Guardian, March 4, 2000,
https://www.theguardian.com/theguardian/2000/mar/04/weekend7.weekend9

33 See illustration: http://theantimedia.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/iran-wants-war-2.png

34 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-politics/wp/2015/08/05/text-obama-gives-a-speech-
about-the-iran-nuclear-deal/
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against Iran remained “on the table” and the agreement was literally reached under
the gun. Moreover, according to the U.S. secretary of state, “the unprecedented
inspections and verification mechanisms in the deal allow for a better understanding
of Iran’s infrastructure, thereby making its bombing campaign against Iran easier if
necessary”.35 Policies aimed at the demodernization of Iran continue under the Vienna
agreement, and are to be in place for another quarter of a century.

The fate of the accord signed in Vienna and its approval by the U.S. Congress is
highly instructive. It showed the limits of Zionist influence on American politics. In an
unprecedented manner, the prime minister of Israel addressed the U.S. Congress and
warned it against approving the accord. The entire Zionist machinery of political
influence was put into gear and reportedly spent over $40 million to defeat it.36

Predictably, Israel, which had done so much to fabricate this issue to begin with,
denounced the agreement and reserved the right to attack Iran. Israel’s allies and
agents in the United States are doing their best to derail it. One of them, Senator
Lindsay Graham called it “a death sentence for the State of Israel”.37 The Republican
presidential hopeful Donald Trump called it “one of the worst deals ever negotiated”38
but stopped short of promising to repeal it. The drama may continue for months and
years, with American neo-cons in the forefront of categorical opposition to improving
relations with Iran. Israeli officials continue to denounce Iran, using, as late as March
2016, the long discredited allegation that Iran wants to “wipe Israel off the map”.39
This is done not only for internal consumption to beef up national unity but also at
respected international forums such as the United Nations where Ambassador Danny
Danon, known as an unabashed nationalist extremist,40 called for “concrete punitive
actions” against Iran.4!

The “Iranian nuclear threat” embodies the Orwellian principle that some
countries are apparently more equal than others. The United States suspects both Iran
and Russia of nefarious actions against its neighbours, which justifies their military
encirclement. It makes no difference that NATO countries’ military budget is 20 times
greater than Russia’s or that the United States’ military budget is 20 times greater
than Iran’s (which constitutes only 40% of Israel’s).#2 When asked about the actual
nature of “the Russian threat” NATO officials do not suggest that Baltic countries face

35 Trita Parsi and Reza Marashi, “Obama’s Real Achievement with the Iran Deal.” Huffington Post
(U.S.), September 1, 2015.

36 Elizabeth Drew, “How they failed to block the Iran Deal.” September 22, 2015,
http://www.nybooks.org.

37 McGeough, Paul. “A Done Deal.” The Age (Melbourne), July 18, 2015.

38 http://www.vox.com/2016/7/21/12253426/donald-trump-acceptance-speech-transcript-republican-
nomination-transcript

39 http://mfa.gov.il/MFA/ForeignPolicy/Iran/Nuclear/Pages/Amb-Danon-calls-for-punitive-measures-
against-Iran-14-Mar-2016.aspx

40 Allison Kaplan Sommer, “Six Reasons to Worry about Israel’s New UN Ambassador Danny Danon”,
Haaretz August 11, 2015, http://www.haaretz.com/blogs/routine-emergencies/.premium-1.671558

41 See illustration: http://mfa.gov.il/MFA/InternatlOrgs/Photos/danon-UNSCstakeout.jpg

42 http://[www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/statements/2015/apr/09/barack-obama/obama-iran-spends-
30-billion-defense-us-about-600-/
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an invasion from the east. Similarly, “the Iranian threat” seems to have worried
American and Israeli politicians more than their military experts.

While the agreement signed in Vienna may defuse this burning non-issue, it is
instructive to appreciate the irrationality of American and Israeli rhetoric with respect
to Iran. It reflects the growing trend to frame international relations in Manichean
rather than political terms, with Western nations (including Israel) invariably
assumed to incarnate Good versus the ever threatening - and often personalized - Evil:
not only Iran but, for example, “Saddam’s Iraq”, “Qaddafi’s Libya” and “Putin’s Russia”.
This, of course, has its own rationale, namely to intimidate, demonize and delegitimize
adversaries and, at the same time, make military intervention against them appear
moral and honourable.

(This article was completed on 1 Nov. 2016.)
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Inauguration of Trump Administration
and the Future US-Iran Relations
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The result of the November election of the US president has crucial
importance for the future of several countries including Israel, Saudi Arabia,
and Iran, with different nuances pertaining to each country. In the case of Iran,
contrary to the other two countries, the result of Donald Trump’s victory is
disgusting, as he has openly denied the profits of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) from the outset of his election campaign.

If Hillary Clinton were elected, she would have followed Barack Obama’s
political legacy in many ways, including the policies that brought about his
breakthrough in US-Iranian relations after the 1979 revolution. We could
refer to many pieces of evidence, especially from M. Landler’s convincing work
entitled Alter Egos (2016). President Obama’s unprecedented challenge in this
regard was to change relations with Iran such that there is less emnity.
Nowadays it seems very difficult to expect that this rare historical chance at a
stronger US-Iran relationship will eventually materialize.

In this very difficult situation, Japan should not hesitate to make every
effort to convince the Trump Administration that it is crucial for the US to
maintain diplomatic relations with Iran to keep the Middle East from entering
a more catastrophic situation characterised by greater warfare. Japan is an
important player in this situation given its uniqueness in having an alliance
with the US while at the same time being trusted by Iran.
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The Israeli Economy: Globalisation and High-Tech Industry
Part I. Globalisation

HAK F*

With its geopolitical implications, Israel’s presence in the Middle East is
conspicuous. Over the last two decades, Israel has rapidly expanded its sphere
of influence to other parts of the world through economic transactions. Its
dramatic development has been supported by its economic globalisation and
high-tech industry. Israel currently belongs with the developed economies as
a member state of the OECD, with a per-capita income of US$ 35,000, and is
often referred to as a “success story” that other countries can draw lessons from
for their own economic development.

Part One attempts to analyse the factors, mainly related to economic
policies, which contributed to the paradigm shift in Israel’s development
strategy from the Zionist socialistic ideology to the neoliberal globalising policy
orientation. The turning point was the economic reform introduced in 1985,
which enabled the Bank of Israel to play an independent and leading role in
monetary and fiscal policies against the rampant hyperinflation at the time.
However, it should be noted that the reform package was a co-product of Israel
and the US administration, supported by financial assistance attached to the
reform. For the US, an economically stabilized Israel was an essential strategic
asset against the Soviet Union. Since then, various reforms were introduced
gradually, such as liberalisation of the labour market, privatisation,
liberalisation of the financial market, and capital transfers. However, the
voluminous favourable grant from the US was essential in absorbing balance
of payment constraints and various social tensions through the transition
period. Therefore, Israel’s transition to a neoliberal globalised economy was
not a model that could be easily imported by other developing countries in the
region.

* Manabu Shimizu, /AR tta—F 7 - a P o MUEEG&
E-mail: inamanacha@excite.co.jp
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Violent Extremism in the Middle East and North Africa

The greatest source of security problems facing the Middle East and North Africa
(MENA) today is the prevalence of failed statesi that lack the administrative and
governing capacity to secure the integrity of their territories and ensure the safety of
their people. In states like Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Libya, Yemen, and Afghanistan, mass
state violence and repression against society and extreme conditions of political
turmoil have served to escalate political violence to historically unprecedented levels,
with massive humanitarian consequences. More than that, the violence bred in various
failed states of MENA is no longer confined to the “national terrain”; it has spread to
other regions and countries, as has been shown by the attacks on targets in New York,
London, Madrid, Jakarta, New Delhi, Paris, and Brussels.

This essay argues for an understanding of terrorism as a sociopolitical
phenomenon that is closely correlated with regime/state violence. Moreover, terrorism
1s also being used by regimes to legitimize state violence and label any political
opposition as unpardonable terrorist acts. Thus, this essay proposes that terrorism
cannot be tackled primarily by security-based responses and military tactics. On the
one hand, such responses to terrorism create a fertile environment for the spread of
violent extremist groups. On the other hand, they allow brutally repressive
authoritarian regimes to remain in power by capitalizing on their people’s abhorrence
of instability and insecurity, and on Western fears of violent extremists to justify their
use of brutal force. To that extent, security measures and military tactics alone will
not address the roots of politically motivated violence, namely, the unbearably harsh
political and socioeconomic conditions in the MENA region. On the contrary, by
continuing to provide military, political, and financial support for ruthless regimes in
MENA, international powers contribute to exacerbating the already grim
socioeconomic and political conditions that foster terrorism in the first place. As long
as international powers persist with their present approaches, they will themselves be
perceived as threats and obstacles to the attainment of popular socioeconomic and
political aspirations.

Furthermore, support for authoritarian regimes inhibits the rise of legitimate
political authority, thereby deepening the chaos that is exploited by terrorism. What
is needed, and needed quickly, is a paradigm shift in counter-extremist approaches
towards the formulation and implementation of long-term policies that prioritize
human rights, civil liberties, economic improvement, and institutional reforms —
exactly the kinds of popular demands raised by the ordinary local people of MENA
during the so-called Arab Spring. Only with such shift in understanding the
underlying causes of terrorism can diplomatic engagement help to steer intra-regional
competition in MENA along peaceful channels, and away from sectarian paths that
work to the advantage of authoritarian regimes, militants, as well as regional and

Iinternational powers.

1 Lynch, Mark. November, 2016. “Failed States and Ungoverned Spaces,” Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, 688: 24-35.
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Violent Extremism in the Middle East and North Africa

I. Authoritarianism and extremism

In the 1950s and 1960s, authoritarian Arab rulers established radical nationalist
regimes as a means of consolidating their power and controlling their people. The
rulers built strong state apparatuses, installed powerful security services, prohibited
political pluralism, controlled the media, and nationalized key economic sectors. Arab
dictators capitalized on their radical nationalist, populist, and economic policies to
mobilize the people and shore up their legitimacy.2 These policies, variously packaged
in the name of “Arab Nationalism” or “Arab Socialism,” appeared to form a populist
social contract by which the state and regime would take charge of development, meet
the basic needs of citizens, secure political independence, and advance other national
aspirations.s Bolstered by oil revenues, remittances, loans, and different forms of
economic and military assistance, Arab regimes achieved their goals to some extent.
In the long run, however, most regimes failed to maintain the social contract that
traded political acquiescence for socioeconomic welfare. In most of the Arab countries,
both the public and private sectors stuttered and were stifled by nepotism, cronyism,
corruption, and an apparent lack of the rule of law.4 When faced with popular
disaffection, the regimes opted for repression and mass killings when they should have
chosen substantive political and economic reforms that might have facilitated the
large-scale entry of youths into the labor market and the emergence of an inclusive
and internally stable political system. According to the UN International Labor
Organization (ILO), youth unemployment in the Arab region, which has a
disproportionately large share of young people, is the highest in the world, exposing
skewed economic policies, social justice deficit, and over twenty years of poorly
managed economic liberalization.s Thus, the Middle East population now has some of
the world’s highest percentages of youth who are virtually shut out of the political and
economic spheres and, therefore, harbor deep feelings of frustration and social

exclusion.

The oil and gas resources of the Middle East alone could have made MENA one
of wealthiest regions of the world. Instead, despite being so abundantly rich in
agriculture, extensive and long-term economic failures and rampant corruption have

2 Gasiorowski, Mark. 2014. “Introduction: Middle Eastern and North African States in
Comparative Perspectives,” in Mark Gasiorowski (ed.,) The Government and Politics of the
Middle East and North Africa, Seventh Edition, Westview Press, USA.

3 Ibrahim, Saad Eddin. 1995. “Liberalization and Democratization in the Arab World: An
Overview,” in Rex Brynen, Bahgat Korany and Paul Noble (ed.,) Political liberalization and
Democratization in the Arab World, London: Lynne Rienner Publishers, p. 36.

4 The World Bank, Unlocking the Employment Potential in the Middle East and North
Africa: Toward a New Social Contract (Washington, D.C.: The World Bank, 2003); The
World Bank, Better Governance for Development in the Middle East and North Africa:
Enhancing Inclusiveness and Accountability (Washington, D.C.: The World Bank, 2003).

5 Al-Arabiya News, February 6, 2013 (https://english.alarabiya.net/articles/2013/02/06/
264749.html); Driouchi, Ahmed. 2014. Knowledge-Based Economic Policy Development in
the Arab World, USA: Business Science Reference.
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turned it into a region that can barely feed itself.s In the recent past, Egypt and Iraq
were the potential breadbaskets of the region, but mismanagement, underinvestment,
and counterproductive price distortions have ruined their agricultural sectors. In
addition, the trade liberalization programs forced by the IMF and World Bank have
undermined or discouraged state and private investment in the agricultural sectors.7
After being almost self-sufficient in wheat in the 1960s,s for example, Egypt, one of the
largest food importers in the world, is now a net importer of more than half of its total
intake of wheat.o The Arab world stands at the top of the world rankings in terms of
food and nutrition Imsecurity principally because of the region’s high dependence on
food imports for consumption, water scarcity, its vulnerability to climate change, and
prevalence of poverty and social instability.

There is, in short, a severe organic crisis in MENA that inflicts great insecurity
on practically all spheres of life. Not since the end of colonial rule has the region sunk
to such low levels of human, institutional, and socioeconomic developments and such
endemic extents of corruption.io By preventing citizens from being meaningfully
involved in the governing process, the political system undermines their sense of
belonging. Most people in the MENA do not view their state institutions as being
neutral or legitimate because their regimes not only tightly control the legislature, the
judiciary, and the mass media but also manipulate elections and mismanage public
funds. In other words, the system is bankrupt — it is dismantled by dictators who
replaced governmental legitimacy with cults of personality. As it became mired in
crises, the region lacked basic institutional frameworks that could mediate between
the rulers and the ruled. One outcome of this institutional void, so to speak, was the
emergence of non-state actors and groups who proffer wholly different visions and
1deas of political, economic, security, and humanitarian projects.

II. Subversions and blowbacks before and after the “Arab Spring”

Between 2010 and 2011, millions of people took to the streets to demand change
and an end to authoritarian rule. Their demands were expressed in universal terms:
justice, freedom, and dignity. No group among the dissidents called for an “Islamic
State.” All wanted to seize the state back from the typical Arab “President for Life.”
However, the Arab “spring” has yielded to a long dark winter as the movements for

6 Kamrava, Mehran & Babar, Zahra. 2012. “Food Security and Food Sovereignty in the
Middle East,” CIRS Summary Report (6): Center for International and Regional Studies,
Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar.

7 Pace, Michelle & Cavatorta, Francesco. 2012. “The Arab Uprisings in Theoretical
Perspective — An Introduction” Mediterranean Politics, 17 (2): 125-138.

8 Hanieh, Adam. 2013. Lineages of Revolt: Issues of Contemporary Capitalism in the Middle
East, Haymarket Books, Chicago, IL.

9 Egypt: Wheat Sector Review. 2015. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, FAO Investment Center: (http://www.fao.org/3/a-14898e.pdf).

10 “Arab Human Development Report 2016,” United Nations Development Program:
(http://www.arab-hdr.org).
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reform were suppressed by the old regimes, subverted by counter-revolutionary
regional powers, and even undermined by regional and international actors such as
Saudi Arabia, Iran, the US, the EU, and Russia. What began, and should have been
widely supported, as a regional advance towards democratization, was aborted. In its
wake came a sickening deterioration in humanitarian, security, and economic
conditions that framed the context for a surgein state violence, violent extremism, and
non-state militancy.

What role did the US play in the unfolding descent into chaos? The US has long
supported authoritarian regimes in MENA to retain its influence over the region and
its resources. The strategy of the US linked “stability” with “security” — the police and
military-enforced stability of its client security states in MENA. The close
relationships between the authoritarian regimes in MENA and the Western powers
hampered popular moves for democratization. The 2011 uprising in Egypt and its
aftermath provided a clear example. Egypt had its first democratically elected
government in 2012. Its first civilian president served for only a year before the
military deposed him in a coup, using popular mobilization against the civilian
government as the pretext for bloodily restoring a military dictatorship. Not only did
the “pro-democracy” Western powers not intervene against the Egyptian military, but
the same powers, led by the Obama administration, declined even to call the coup a
coup so as to preempt any curtailment of military assistance to the Sisi regimei1 that
went on to rule with much more brutal repression and extensive human rights
violation. International support is crucial for the security establishment of most
authoritarian regimes and their capacity to hold on to power. One can only recall the
example of Eastern Europe where the withdrawal of the Soviet Union’s support ended
the coercive backbone of Eastern European regimes. Also in Latin America, the United
States’ shift away from supporting authoritarianism after the Cold War dealt many
regimes an existential blow.12

All this, one might say, formed the background to the story of Ahmad Darrawi, a
young and idealistic Egyptian who helped to lead the Tahrir Square protests in 2011,
and ran for Parliament in 2012 under the slogan, “Dignity and Security,” only to die
three years later as an Islamic State fighter in Iraq.13 Darrawi’s story is tragic in more
ways than one, but it is illustrative that he and many other “militants” and “extremists”
of his generation were the social products of authoritarian rule abetted by cynical
external intervention. Hundreds of thousands of youths in Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and

elsewhere are graduates from the prisons and torture chambers of their autocrats. For

11 Pressman, Jeremy. 2016. “US Policy after the Uprisings: Alliances, Democracy, and

Force,” in Mark L. Haas and David Lesch (eds), The Arab Spring: The Hope and Reality of
the Uprisings, Westview Press, page 277.

12 Bellin, Eva. 2004. “The Robustness of Authoritarianism in the Middle East: Exceptionalism

in Comparative Perspective,” Comparatives Politics, 36 (2): 139-157, page 144.

13 Worth, Robert. F. April 7, 2016. “The Democracy Activist Who Became A Suicide Bomber,”
The Wall Street Journal, (http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-democracy-activist-who-became-

a-suicide-bomber-1460048520).
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them, Sisi’s coup and his regime’s bloody suppression of the Muslim Brotherhood and
other opposition forces in Egypt proved the futility of peaceful struggles for change
through standard political mechanisms.

By now, it would be apparent to most that US interference and intervention on
behalf of anti-democratic regimes have engendered popular hatred that may well
undermine the long-term security interests of the US. One has just to recall the well-
known CIA intervention in overthrowing the democratically elected Iranian Prime
Minister Mohammad Mosaddeq in 195314 that killed any chances for Iran developing
into a democratic society, and planted the seeds for anti-American sentiments across
the Middle East. Later, the Iranian people overthrew the Shah and installed the
Islamic Republic in 1979. In more recent times, the US invasion of Iraq in 2003 and
the overthrow of Saddam Hussein and his brutal regime did not lead to a “better world,”
but eventually paved the way for the “Islamic State.”

In short, external intervention — military and otherwise — has not ceased after
the Cold War but has even extended to Kuwait, Iraq, Libya, and Syria, and the
memories of their repercussions have not been erased among the people of MENA. To
take another instance, the present Sunni-Shi’a conflicts largely emerged out of a
destabilized Iraq. There, between 2003 and 2006, the occupation force of the US
1mposed a dysfunctional sectarian distribution of power that precipitated a civil war
between Sunni and Shi’a Iraqis, which in turn aggravated the “Sunni-Shi’a” regional
rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia. Tens of thousands of young Muslims flooded
to Iraq to fight the US occupation of Iraq, just as their predecessors had fought the
USSR’s invasion of Afghanistan. If the anti-Soviet war in Afghanistan spawned a
transnational professional jihadist organization such as al-Qaeda, the post-2001 anti-
US insurgency of the Taliban and the invasion of Iraq paved the way for al-Qaeda spin-
off militants to pursue their dream of building and governing their own “Islamic State.”

There is a useful lesson to be learned even from this turmoil. In Iraq from 2006
to 2007, the Americans took measures to incorporate the Sunni into the newly invented
but Shi’a-dominated political system. The inclusion of the Sunni had one notable
outcome: it encouraged a Sunni revolt against Al-Qaeda — now the “Islamic State” —in
Iraq. By 2011, Al-Qaeda was on the verge of collapse, having lost its base in the Sunni
lands in Iraq. Subsequently, though, Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki, fearing Sunni
influence after Al-Qaeda’s defeat, alienated the Sunni in Iraq with his authoritarian
and sectarian policies. With the advent of the Arab Spring, Maliki opportunistically
declared Sunni protestors against his policies as “terrorists” and brutally repressed
them.15 Maliki’s policies marginalized the Sunnis, left them with no incentive to stay
within the system, and pushed more militants into the arms of ISIS.

14 Bryne, Malcolm. August 19, 2013. “CIA Admits it was Behind Iran’s Coup,” Foreign
Policy: (http://foreignpolicy.com/2013/08/19/cia-admits-it-was-behind-irans-coup/).

15 Al-Marashi, Ibrahim. 2017. “Iraq and the Arab Spring: From Protests to the Rise of ISIS,”
in Mark L. Haas, David Lesch (eds), The Arab Spring: The Hope and Reality of the
Uprisings, Westview Press, page 154.
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ITI. Is there a way out?

Today, ISIS may be the most fearsome organization in MENA. Still, it did not
create the region’s wars. Instead, ISIS is itself the product of dehumanizing conditions:
economic collapse, tyranny and repression, nepotism and corruption, and the cynicism
of Western foreign policies that rhetorically promote democracy but shy away from
supporting democratic principles in practice.16 Conflicts, especially in Syria, and
Western military invasions destroyed legitimate authority, and created a power
vacuum which ISIS exploited while offering a vision of an “Islamic State” that promises
to replace the status quo. To that degree, ISIS is a revolt against an international
system that has abetted a most wretched treatment of the societies of MENA. Critical
examination of the conditions that bred terrorism must precede the formulation of
long-term policies and strategies that can defeat it while bringing improvement to the
region. The goal of efforts to resolve the current impasse in MENA could be a concerted
international effort to rebuild the region’s shattered states. This should not be taken
as a license to conduct an open-ended “war on terror.” On the contrary, this calls for
social and political struggle, not heightened military adventure. Calls for tougher,
wider, or deeper military responses overlook the unspeakable suffering of the local
population resulting from internal repression and external assaults. Only brutal
authoritarian regimes and violent extremist groups such as ISIS truly benefit from
ceaseless violence in the forms of direct invasions, stealthy bombardments, and “proxy
wars.” If ISIS has had a wide appeal, it is less because of its uncompromising religiosity.
Rather, it covers its violent actions with the “legitimacy” that comes from (successfully)
fighting ruthless regimes and foreign invaders. In the long term, efforts to root out
groups like ISIS must be accompanied by earnest measures to replace repressive
authoritarian regimes. For both to succeed, the time-tested prerequisites for political
stability and the absence of chaos must be met: economic growth, equitable
distribution, inclusive modes of representation, good governance, and clean
government — in a word, “freedom, justice, and development,” the common call of the
Arab Spring.

16 Abdel Samei, Marwa Fikri. April 5, 2015. “US Arms Hypocrisy in Egypt, Obama’s New
Beginnings that Never Started,” Informed Comment (http://www.juancole.com/2015/04/
hypocrisy-beginning-started.html).
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Financial and Economic Reforms in Saudi Arabia:
‘Vision 2030’and ‘NTP 2020’
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The rapid decline in Saudi Arabia’s oil revenue has forced its economy into
depression. While the government maintained its expenditure at a high level in
2014 and 2015 to prevent a decline, the economy gradually ran into depression.
The government issued a treasury bond to domestic banks in July 2015 to finance
its deficit and prevent a rapid decrease in the foreign reserves of the Saudi
Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA, the central bank). The government continued
its issuance.

The government realised that the oil prices would not recover to their earlier
high levels of more than $100 per barrel. Therefore, towards the end of 2015, it
took certain steps to reform its financial structure, cutting its energy subsidies
and trying to increase its revenue. During the same time, Mohammad bin Salman,
the deputy crown prince, started conceiving fundamental financial and economic
reforms. On April 25, he announced Vision 2030’. On May 7, he restructured the
ministries and reshuffled the cabinet, creating a super ministry, i.e. the Ministry
of Energy, Industry, and Mineral Resources. The super ministry with a non-royal
minister will be the key ministry to implement the reforms.

The vision expressed an idea of reforms. The details of reforms were not
announced in the vision. The Saudi Arabian government had tried to reform its
economy and financial structure in some decades. However, it never obtained the
desired results, which shows the difficulties encountered in implementing
reforms. The idea of reforms showed in ‘Vision 2030’ seems to have several
difficulties to implement.

On June 6, the Saudi Arabian cabinet approved the National Transformation
Program (NTP) 2020, a detailed plan for the next five years, pertaining to the
overall Vision 2030’. Notably, NTP has made no mention of the IPO of Saudi
Aramco. Obtaining a good result within five years seems difficult. Nevertheless,
the implementation of NTP may contribute towards strengthening the power of
the deputy crown prince.
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